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HE mere importance of advertising as a news 

bringer makes it well worth while to read the 

_advertising columns of _ahy good periodical. but 

there are many other advantages that repay the 
reader. Are you finding them out ? 








Discipline 
: By 0. A. Tatlock 
: While it has been twenty-seven now. 
life,— that I ha a” 
more of Jesus in the fellowship of suffering that d 
heart’ goes up-to him-in- praise_and thanks- 
sustaining grace and the power that enables me 
“to. Present age, my calling to fulfil, 
e. “Nothing of myself I bring, 
simply to the: cross I cling’' ; and we have sweet commu- 
nion together, “ my Lord and I." q 
‘HE hammer-of Thy discipline, O Lord, 
Strikes fast and hard.. Life’s anvil rings again 
To Thy strong strokes— and yet we know ‘tis then 
That-from the heart’s hot iron afl abroad. ' 
The rich glow spreads. Great Fashioner Divine, 
Who spareth not, in Thy far-seeing plan, 
The blows which shape the character of man, 
_ Of fire that makes him yield to touch of Thine, 
Strike on, then, if Thou wilt! For Thou alone 
Canst rightly test the temper of our will, 
Or tell how these base metals may fulfil 
Thy purpose — making all our life Thine own, 
Only we do beseech Thee, let the pain 
Of fiery ordeals through which we go 
Shed around us such a warmth and glow, 
Such cheerful showers of sparks in golden rain, 
That hard hearts may be melted, cold hearts fired, 
And callous hearts be taught to feel and see 
That discipline is more to be desired 
Than all the ease which keeps us back from Thee. 











Saved—but the Crown? 


There’ will be crownless Christians in Heaven. 
There need not be; there ought not to be,—that is 
the tragedy of it. But that there may be is shown 
by -the words of our Lord in one of his last solemn 
warnings, in Revelation, to the churches: “Hold that 
fast which thou hast; that no man take thy crown.” 
The Christian’s crown is earned by the Christian's 
works. In this respect it is different from salvation, 
which is the gift of God’s free grace. Paul urged 
running the Christian race with an eye single to the 
crown, and likened this to earthly races in prize con- 
tests. “Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; 
but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as 
uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the 
air: but I keep under my body, and bring it into sub- 
jection: lest that by any means, when I have preached 
to others, I myself should be a castaway” (1 Cor. 9: 
25-27). The English translation “castaway” has mis- 


led many. The Greek word does-not»mean- reprobate 
or lost,-but disapproved or rejected as a prize winner. 
The January issue of D..M. Pantoti’s magazine, The 
Dawn, has a searching article on “The. Race and the 
Crown”; it contairis this. passage: “The runner will 
never be disowned as a son, but he can be deeply dis- 
approved as a servant: a backslider may be in the 
race, but he is not in the running. Full of years, and 
laden with victories, Paul—the Paul who never 
doubted his salvation after the Damascene vision, and 
who has couched the believer's eternal safety in the 
most Calvinistic language in the Bible — has not ceased 
to dread the flesh, and still trembles for his crown. 

he man who misses the approbation of Christ ob- 
tains no. other, not even his own; and meanwhile, as 
we grow older, we find the flesh no less carnal, the 
world no less subtle, and the Devil no less Satanic 
than they always were.” The secret of the running 
that shall be crowned is in Hebrews 12:1, 2, “Look- 
ing unto Jesus.” — 

a 


The Fallacy of Feeling 


Feelings are very satisfying, and very deceptive. 


' When we feel all right, we are liable to believe that 


we are all right. And often, when we feel best, we 
are at our worst. Modern a moomgegs has done much 
to mislead people in this. matter. he President of 
the American Psychiatric Society, who was called in 
as one of the expert witnesses in the sensational trial 
of the Chicago boy murderers last year, was reported 
as making the following statement: “In normal ‘be- 
ings emotions and in keep in step. We know 
and we also feel. It is only when knowledge is backed 
by feeling that we know that we go ahead and ac- 
complish things.” This may be true enough in cer- 
tain experiences of life; but so far as any moral sta- 
bility and accomplishment are concerned, knowledge 
must be backed by more than feeling if we are to 
accomplish things really worth while. Feeling, for 


'-_¢xample, can never give us righteousness. Only a-per- 


son can do that, and this Person is the Lord Jesus 


Christ. First of all we must recognize the worthless- 
ness and sinfulness of our entire natural self and all our 
actions, then we must accept Christ's blood sacrifice 
in our behalf, as our Substitute and Saviour; then 
we must let him live in us and through us, actually and 
literally, moment by moment, if we would “go ahead 
and accomplish things.” Facts are more important 
than feelings; and the great Fact of righteousness, sal- 
vation, morality, and all else that we need to be and 
to have and to do—is Christ. 


ax 
The Monkey Legend 


There is a monkey legend which, apparently, has 
nothing to do with evolution. It is told as follows: 
“Long years ago in Japan the sages noticed that among 
the quarreling monkeys there were three which seemed 
to live in peace. The sages inquired the secret of 
their agreeable life. One said, placing his paws over 
his mouth, ‘I speak no evil.’ Another, placing his 
paws over his eyes, said, ‘I see no evil.’ ‘The third 
monkey, ‘placing his paws over his ears, said, ‘I hear 
no evil.’ The mothers of Japan repeat this legend to 
their children, and travelers tell us“that the Japanese 
children are the most kind, courteous, and well-be- 
haved children in the world.” These three legendary 
Japanese monkeys are often seen, in miniature re- 
production, in curio shops in America and around the 
world. But the Bible is a better source of ethics and 
morality than legends of the animal world. God’s 
Word tells us to be “slow to speak, slow to wrath” 
(Jas. 1: 19), Those who have received Christ as Sav- 
iour, and have the love of. God in their hearts, rejoice 
not in iniquity. For the Bible tells us, not only what 
we ought to do, but how to do it: it gives us the Way, 
in Christ. With all honor to the well-trained Japanese 
children, their admirable ethics cannot save them; and 
the sadly sinful condition. of that people as a whole, 
as of all people without Christ, is tragic proof of this. 
‘Let us be the more eager to give them the Good News 
that they may have righteousness as God’s gift if they 
will receive his Son. 


: Disappointment 


trim yacht lying there at the dock in holiday 

‘array: decks scrubbed to shining cleanness, 
brass glinting in the sunlight, and flags, pennants, and 
streamers gayly fluttering as if eager for the start, of 
which set sails and full steam gave promise. : 

It was only in imagination, however, that he sa 
it —the hospital patient =ccently from the table where 
a radical operation had been performed, leaving him 
with a scraped facial nerve, as evidenced by a starey 
eye and a drooping mouth corner—and he a public 
speaker ! 

The vision of the yacht came to him-in response 
to the assurances of surgeons, nurses, and friends 
that his facial paralysis was only partial and would 
in time readjust itself when the injured nerve should 
have healed or reconstructed. 

With this as a prospect he was fain to encourage 


a ee Hope” was its name—that of the 


: himself, and so he allowed fancy to paint the picture 
of the charming vessel bound, according to his in- 


vention, for the harbor of Complete Recovery. “How 
long will it take, Captain, to make the port?” was his 
eager though imaginary inquiry; and the answer, how 
reassuring, “Oh, barring mishaps, about thirty days 
of easy sailing.” Thus soothed by the happy outlook 
he would fall asleep on his hospital ‘bed. 

But in the cold, gray dawn of the morning — what 


.an awakening, as a sense of his affliction asserted it- 


self! For now at the mooring lay not the beauty ship 
of his evening dream, but an old, rainsoaked, water- 
logged hulk, with no provision for passengers, and 
whose name close scrutiny in the gloom made out as 
“Disappointment.” Could contrast. between hope and 
stern reality be greater! To its depths the patient 
sounded the import of the sorrowful proverb, “Hope 
deferred maketh the heart sick.” 

And yet there remained’ a sense of consolation that 
in his trial his faith in. God was not wavering, and 
that he could share, a little at least, in the commenda- 
tion pronounced upon that man of manifold trials, the 


patriarch Job, when it was said of him, “In all this 
Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.” For see, 
at the broken masthead of the old hulk there hung 
an ensign en which a keen vision could discern the in- 
scription, “Stbmission to the will of God.” With this 
consolation in mind, moved by a strong impulse the 
sufferer is led to look. again at the name upon. the 
prow of the unattractive vessel, and finds—can he 
believe his eyes? —that he has been: deceived by the 
rude lettering, for the first character is not, as he 
supposed, a D at all, but an H, and the name there- 
fore not “Disappointment,” but “His Appointment.” 

In what a different light his case now appears! 
For now he sees that more important than recovery, 
or any earthly good, is it that he, one of God's elect, 
exhibit genuine Faith; that the Will of God is the su- 
preme principle by which he is to order his life; and 
that God’s permissive providences are just as precious 
when they run contrary to our preferences as when 
they spell prosperity, health, and enjoyment. 

The apostle Paul must ever be the mountain-peak 
man here, for though painfully afflicted with a thorn 
(or stake) in the flesh, supposedly that humiliating 
disease of the eyes called “opthalmia,” he could tri- 
umphantly exclaim when his thrice-repeated prayer 
for its removal was denied, “Most gladly therefore 
will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power 
of Christ may rest upon me.” The secret of his en- 
durance lay in his confidence -in the divine assurance, 
“My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness.” 

Paul understood that the spiritual compensation that 
came direct from God was infinitely beyond the sum of 
all his sufferings, and so he recognized that God trans- 
formed what men call liabilities into heavenly assets ; 
this is why he could say, “We glory in tribulation.” 
He possessed a principle within that produced re- 
sults far more striking than the reputed marvels of 
the philosopher’s stone of the ancients, and far ‘gos 
rior to those of any alchemy ever known to man for 
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securing treasure: for he could draw honey out of 
the rock of bitter suffering, and from the stripes and 
welts of the tribulum the gold of heavenly joy. 

See how triumphantly Paul strikes a balance in the 
utterance, “Our light affliction, which is but for a mo- 
ment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.” What a sharp-eyed and accurate ac- 
countant he was. in spiritual bookkeeping, seeming to 
know all about the debit and credit sides of the Profit 
and Loss account in the ledger of Christian experi- 
ence: for hear him say, after recounting all the honors 
and advantages to which he could justly lay claim in 
his unregenerate state (Phil. 3:5, 6): “But what things 
were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea 
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
do count them -but refuse, that I may win Christ” 
(vs. 7, 8). 

Earthly success, prestige, glory, those fruitful sources 
of pride, once so highly prized, now are charged off 
as so much rubbish, while on the profit side he places 
suffering and even death for Christ’s sake, knowing 
that only thus was to be experienced the boundless 
power of His resurrection through all eternity. 

Truly in his path of obedience as the bond-slave of 
Jesus Christ all disappointments became “His appoint- 
ments,” for each became a step in that most glorious 
of ascents —the conscious approval of his Lord! 


“Disappointment — His appointment,” 
Change one letter, then I see 
That the thwarting of my purpose 
Is God’s better choice for me. 
His appointment must be blessing, 
Though it may come in disguise, 

For the end from the beginning 
Open to His wisdom lies. 


“Disappointment — His appointment,” 
Whose? The Lord’s, who loves me best, 
Understands and knows me fully, 
Who my faith and love would test; 
For, like loving earthly parent, 
He rejoices when he knows 
That His child accepts, unquestioned, 
All that from His wisdom flows. 


“Disappointment — His appointment,” 
“No good thing will He withhold,” 

From denials oft we gather 
Treasures of His love untold. 

Well He knows each broken purpose 
Leads to fuller, deeper trust, 

And the end of all His dealings 
Proves our God is wise and just. 


“Disappointment — His appointment,” 
Lord, I take it, then, as such, 

Like the clay in hands of potter, 
Yielding wholly to thy touch, 

All my life’s plan is Thy moulding, 
Not one single choice be mine; 
Let me answer, unrepining — : 
Father, “Not my will, but Thine.” 
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What Is Verbal Inspiration, 
And Why Do We Believe In It? 


You have got me interested in the subject of “verbal 
inspiration’! I have always accepted the Bible as 
God’s message to me, and let that end it. I have pur- 
posely kept out of the discussions on the subject be- 
cause I didn’t know about the beginning of it (the 
erigins of the Bible), and never thought it mattered 
particularly. 


But now I have been looking into the matter some- 
what for myself. There is one question I want to ask 
you. The Old Testament quotations in the New Tes- 
tament are not in the exact words of the Old Testament, 
yet the thought is always the same. Some who know 
Greek and Hebrew, or rather Hebrew and Aramaic, say 
the New Testament quotations use words that are not 
exactly the same in the original Hebrew. 


Now if the very words were dictated by God in the 
Old Testament, why were they not put in exactly the 
same way in the New Testament? 


In the different writers of the Bible, their personality 
comes out in their way of expressing things; and, while 
God speaks through them his message to all for all 
time, which is authoritative and final, why is it neces- 
sary to hold that God gave them every word? Why 
did not God let them use their own way of putting 
things, except of course in places where they are quot- 
ing God directly? 

If you should send me to The Sunday School Times 
office with a message to the force there, I might de- 
liver it in different words from those you used, and 


still give the same message, and it could have the same 
result, 


What about Paul’s statement where he says he does 
net speak from inspiration? Are all the words of the 
Bible inspired except those of this passage? 


I am just beginning to get really interested in the 
subject of verbal inspiration, and shall be glad to 
know what you think about these questions—A Mis- 
sionary from China, 
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This jetter is from a true, consecrated missionary 
in China, home on furlough, one whom, God has bless- 
edly used in soul winning and who is eager for the 
whole truth, and only the truth, and “every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” Her ques- 
tions represent those of a great multitude of similarly 
devoted Christian people, who nevertheless have not 
fully understood the teaching of the Bible concern- 
ing its own inspiration, 

For these questions assume certain things in con- 
nection with verbal inspiration which do not belong to 
it. There is serious misunderstanding of the mean- 
ing of the term, “verbal inspiration,” as used by Bible 
students who accept.the whole Bible as the Word of 
God expressed in the very words of God. That is, 
they believe that the Bible shows that all its own 
words, in the original autograph manuscripts, were the 
very words the Holy Spirit intended to have used by 
the mspired human writers, And it is important to 
remember that this belief has been held through the 
Christian centuries, and is held to-day, by many of 
the ablest minds, most scholarly temperaments, and 
most spiritual and devoted lives, within the Christian 
Church. They came to their position after exhaustive 


study and with full knowledge of every objection that . 


can be raised. 


Not Mechanical Dictation, But Infallible Accuracy 


But they by no means hold that inspiration came by 
mechanical dictation. Those who believe in the verbal 
inspiration of the Bible do not believe that God dic- 
tated to the inspired writers as a man would dictate 
to a stenographer. There is nothing in the Bible that 
intimates this; there is much evidence to the contrary. 

At the same time there is overwhelming evidence 
that all the words of the Bible are “God breathed,” 
or inspired, and therefore as infallibly accurate as 
though God were speaking those words to us directly 
without using any human channel. As the late Dr. 
C. I. Scofield said, in his Reference Bible: “This im- 
plies neither mechanical dictation nor the effacement 
of the writer’s personality, but only that the Spirit 
infallibly guides in the choice of words from the 
writer’s own vocabulary.” 

Verbal inspiration means that the Holy Spirit, by a 
mysterious provision that we cannot understand but 
that we can and must believe if we believe the Bible, 
so acted upon chosen men while they were writing the 
books of the Bible that they were supernaturally kept 
from all error, even.in a single word. Their individual 
human personalities, mental traits, and even forms of 
literary expression, were evidently given full sway and 
liberty. There is as much variety in the writings of 
the Bible as there would be in any other collection of 
books written by different persons in different cen- 
turies. But there is a supernatural unity throughout 
all the books of the Bible that no other collection of 
literature ever has had or ever can have. 


The Bible’s Claim for Itself 

Let us look at some of the Bible’s own evidence fer 
its verbal inspiration. 

Those who have made an actual count of certain 
kinds of statement in the Bible say that such phrases 
as “God said,” “the Lord spake,” and the like, occur 
in the Old Testament 2,600 times, and similar phrases, 
including “it is written,” occur in the New Testa- 
ment 525 times. If these figures are correct, the Bible 
declares 3,125 times that God was speaking in its 
words. Still another count of such phrases’ gives the 
total as 3,808. In any case, between three and four 
thousand passages in the Scriptures point us to the 
words of its inspired speakers and writers as being 
literally God-breathed. Here are a few of the many 
such passages: 


“Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, 
and teach thee what thou shalt say’ (Exod. 4: 12). 

“The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word 
was in my tongue” (a2 Sam. 33 : a). 

“Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth” (Jer. 
she 

“Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, 
and, speak with my words unto them” (Ezek. 3 : 4). 

“Which things also we speak, not in the words which 


man’s wisdom teacheth, but [words] which the Holy 
Ghost teacheth” (1 Cor. a: 13). 


Of the Old Testament law and prophecies, those 
portions of the Bible that have been most attacked by 
Higher Critics, the Lord Jesus said: “Think not that 
I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am 
not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say 
unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be ful- 
filled” (Matt. 5:17, 18). And “jot” and “tittle” go 
beyond words; the “jot” is the smallest letter in the 
Greek and Hebrew alphabet, while the “tittle” is but 
an ornamental curve of Hebrew letters. Our Lord 
Jesus had no doubt, and left us no room for doubt, as 
to the verbal inspiration of his Bible, written back in 
the days of God’s earlier dealings with men. 

Max I. Reich has called attention to the fact that 
Paul’s claim for inspiration is very extreme in 2 Tim- 
othy 3:15, where he reminds Timothy that “from 
a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus.” These Scriptures, we must 
remember, were the Old Testament books. The Greek 
word translated “scriptures” is grammata, meaning 
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“letters.”. Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon notes that 
gramma means “a letter, that is, the character.’ The 
Holy Spirit, therefore, calls the Old Testament Scrip-~ 
tures which Timothy had known from a babe “the 
sacred letters,” “the sacred characters.” This carrieg 
inspiration very far. { 

If one will take a concordance to the Bible and 
look at “word,” and “words,” and note the column 
after column of Scripture references to those two 
words in connection with God or his inspiration, one 
will see how impregnated and saturated the Bible 
is with these multiplied claims that it consists of 
God’s words. Surely, also, it is no mere accident 
that within the last few verses of the last of the sixty- 
six books of the Bible, Revelation 22:18, 19, we, find 
the following: 


For I testify unto every man that heareth the words 
of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto 
these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that 
are written in this book: 

And if any man shall take away from the words of 
the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his 
part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, 
and from the things which are written in this book, 


Even if these solemn warnings are limited to the 
Book of Revelation, it is a significant testimony. to the 
verbal inspiration of that book, at least. And there is 
strong reason to believe that this statement, given by 
the Lord Jesus Christ to the apostle John as a closin 
message of the closing book of the Bible, is intende 
to go beyond the limits of that one book. 


Inadequate Statements on Inspiration 

We see, in view of all this, the mistake of the ex- 
pression so often heard, that it was the writers of 
the Bible who were inspired, but not the words. Such 
a statement is not in accordance with the Bible’s decla- 
rations concerning the inspiration of all its words and 
writings. The writers were indeed inspired, with the 
result that their very words were all ‘“God-breathed.” 

Again, let us not fall into the plausible error of 
saying “I know the Bible is inspired because it in- 
spires me.” That may sound well, but it puts the Bible 
on the quicksands of the individual’s subjective im- 
pressions and experience, instead of on the Rock of 
Ages, God’s own Word concerning his Word. Shakes- 
peare and Browning and Tennyson and Robert G. In- 
gersoll and Frank Crane and Harry Emerson Fosdick 
inspire many people more than the Bible inspires them. 
That does not prove the supernatural, infallible in- 
spiration of those modern. men and their writings. No, 
the Bible is not subject to any such shifting, super- 
ficial, subjective test as its effect upon us. It is. in- 
spired because God says so. ‘That is the safest basis 
upon which to rest,—and the only safe basis. 

As we study the Bible to see what it has to say 
concerning inspiration, and as we realize that the Bible 
sets forth, not man’s discovery of God, but God’s rev- 
elations to man, we realize that in the case of a unique, 
supernatural book of this sort it is unreasonable to 
suppose that God would permit man’s errors to blur or 
falsify the record. Surely, if God wished to give 
man a book that should be God’s own as no other book 
in all the, literature of the world ever has been, God 
would be likely to make that book a dependable guide 
and record at every point. 


Not How, But What 


The Bible does not tell us how God inspired its 
writers and writings, It does tell us that God did in- 
spire its writers and writings. 

With the method of inspiration we have nothing to 
do. With the fact of inspiration we have everything 
to do. We must either accept it or reject it. 

The practical question is not, how did God inspire 
the writers, but what was the result when God finished 
his work of inspiring the writers and writings of the 
Bible? Was the finished product imperfect, or per- 
fect? Did the inspired writings contain errors, false 
statements, or was the entire record infallibly accurate, 
both in the realm of history, and of science, and of 
spiritual truth? 

The answer of the Bible is only one way. It is— 
not “contains” here and there and frequently, but. és 
—'God’s Word. It is all God’s Word, conveyed to 
the inspired human writers by the supernatural action 
of the Holy Spirit upon their minds, expressed through 
their personalities and language, but with Ged himself 
so completely directing them that their every word was 
a perfect expression of that which God directed them 
to convey. 

Take the question, for example, of the verbal in- 
spiration of the historical parts of the Old Testament. 
Is the Bible history infallibly, verbally accurate in its 
every statement? Most Higher Critics say it is not. 
The men who wrote it claimed that it was God’s own 
record, and as infallible as the character of God him- 
self. And it is an impressive fact that the more the 
archeologists have dug into the ground, and deciphered 
manuscripts, and examined evidence, the more corrob- 


oration they find of the absolute accuracy of Bible 
history. 


This editorial will be concluded in next week’s issue, and 
will consider the relation of inspiration to false statements 
that are recorded in the Bible ; the quoting of Old Testa- 
ment passages in different words in the New Testament ; 
Paul’s statement that he, not the Lord, was speaking ; 
how can we be sure that the Bible was infallible when we 
have none of its original manuscripts; and a remarkable 
parallel between Christ and the Bible. 
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“I Know Whom I Have Believed” 


A minister’s wife’s loyalty, courage and faith, 
and what it meant to her hot-headed husband 


By Annabel Morris Buchanan 














The Rev. William A. Shepard, pastor of the 
Methodist church at Pawtoka City, was lustily 
singing, in a pleasant, if throaty, tenor: 


"Lins little Oklahoma parsonage rang with song. 


“But I know whom I have believed, 
And am persuaded that He is able 
To keep that which I’ve committed 
Unto Him against that day.” 


His wife, walking to and fro between the kitchen 
and the dming-room, preparing the evening meal, joined 
in with a sweet, clear alto. The minister appeared 
in the doorway, adjusting his best tie, his round, ruddy 
face beaming. 

“Well, Mary, my reports are all ready for Confer- 
ence. McGavock tells me my‘ collections will be the 
best reported from the whole Conference, for the size 
of the church.” He brushed an infinitesimal speck 
from his carefully blacked shoes. 

“I am so glad, Will. I knew you would have a good 


‘report, though. -You always do.” 


“Yes, I believe I’m due a bigger place this time, for 
certain. Twelve years in this Conference, doing: noth- 
ing but build up churches and parsonages out of nothing, 
ought to entitle me to a fairly good place this next 
year. All the debt has been paid on this church, im- 
provements made and paid for, all the collections — 
missions, benevolences, and so on—larger than they 
have ever had from this church. I tell you, there’s 
not a man in the whole Conference that'll beat that 
report.” He smiled at her exultantly. 


The Presiding Elder Comes to Supper 


The minister’s wife stifled a sigh, as she inspected 
the darned places in her best tablecloth. The Presid- 
ing Elder was coming to supper. If only they would 
be sent to a place with a little larger salary this time 
— Will was always so sanguine, so sure that the “big 
place” was coming next; always it was the same 
—the “big places” went to the younger men, or men 
who had not been in the Conference half as long, and 
who were not half as good preachers, either, she 
thought loyally. She arranged some chrysanthemums 
carefully in her one cut glass bowl, to hide the largest 
darn. The people of Pawtoka City were dear people, 
she reflected, but the congregation was too small to 
pay much salary, and they were behind with that — 
if only Will hadn’t been quite so brusque with Mr. 
McGee, the Sunday-school superintendent, who was 
likewise the president of Pawtoka’s only bank, and 
responsible for most of the pastor’s salary. “Of 
course, Mr. McGee did start the argument, and was 
really in the wrong, but—I hate to have hard feel- 
ings, especially at Conference time, when we may be 
leaving them soon.” 

She watched the Presiding Elder rather anxiously 
at supper. He was their oldest friend in Oklahoma, 
and had always stood squarely behind Will in every 
matter that might come up; but she seemed to notice 
a little constraint in his manner to-night. Possibly 
Junior and Margaret worried him — why would Junior 
eat all over his face? She shook her head reprov- 
ingly as Margaret reached for a third helping of 
She wished she had had time to curl the 


Her husband was in his best, most expansive, mood. 
Holding the center of the conversation, he returned 
time after time to the coming Conference, and his 
work in Pawtoka City the past year. 

“They’ve never had a man here that could raise 
the money for the different a oye so thoroughly 
and effectually,” he declaimed. is gaze swept the 
room, rested on the colored prints of “The Prairie 
Fire” and “The Storm,” fell impressively on his un- 
responsive offspring, who were too busily engaged in 
swallowing their unaccustomed ice-cream and cake to 
notice his remarks, finally alighted on his wife’s ear- 
nest face. She smiled in customary appreciative as- 
sent. Brother McGavock looked bored. Not being tlie 
minister’s wife, it was not incumbent upon him to 
supply the necessary adulation. Perhaps, being a min- 
_ he missed being in the center of the stage him- 
self. 

In the same genial frame of mind, Mr. Shepard 
led his guest into the study for a quiet conversation, 
while his wife cleared away the dishes, helped the 
children with their lessons, and put them to bed. Sit- 
ting down to mend, for the twentieth time, unmend- 
able holes in Junior’s stockings, she noticed that the 
subdued voices in the next room had risen in angry 
argument. 

“Oh, my heaven! They can’t be quarreling —if 
Will loses Brother McGavock’s friendship, we might 
as well give up. No matter what has happened be- 
fore, we have always counted on his being behind us 
in everything.” 

The voices came clearly through the closed door: 

“I tell you, I won’t stand for this fault-finding — 


I'm not a child. If trouble is made in all my churches, 
I can’t help it— it hasn’t been my fault a- single time. 
I have my faults, but I cannot be accused of stirring 
up trouble.” 

The minister’s wife dropped her work in despair. 
That was. his pet aversion, to be accused of stirring 
up trouble. People are always sensitive about their 
worst faults. The shoes that pinch are not the ones 
we like to have forced on our feet. “Oh, why can’t 
he ever see that he is to blame? Can Brother Mc- 
Gavock have turned against him, really?” 

McGavock’s voice was troubled, appealing: “But, 
Shepard, I’m only advising you because I don’t want 
to see you throw away all your chances in the Con- 
ference. If you'd listen to reason — it’s just one quar- 
rel after another with you. You do such splendid 
work in every way, but you alienate people with that 
sharp tongue —” : 

“As if it were all my fault!” broke in Shepard. 
“You think because that rascally McGee has been 
talking about me behind my back, that everything he 
says must be true —” 

“But he’s not the only one, Shepard. It’s the same 
old story everywhere you go, when, if you could con- 
trol yoursélf a little better, you might have the best 
places in the Conference.” 

“So I can’t get along with people, can I? Well, 
I'll not allow you or anybody else,’ to tell me what 
I ought, or ought not, to do.” 

Appalled, Mrs. Shepard threw open the study door. 

“Will— Brother McGavock—stop! Don’t quarrel 
this way —I can’t bear it. You've been like brothers 
all these years — you won’t wreck a life-time’s friend- 
ship —I beg you—” 

_ “Hush, Mary,” roughly, from her husband. “This 
is our own affair. You know absolutely nothing about 


the cause of the quarrel.” 


“I heard it all,” wearily, “so, I suppose, have the 
neighbors. Will, he only means to help you, and he 
is right. Why won’t you listen to him?” 

“And even you have turned against me!” he cried, 
beside himself.. “My own wife— instead of helping 
and encouraging me— belittling my work — accepting 
his misrepresentation of the. real facts!” 

McGavock rose, his face flushed with indignation. 
“I am sorry this has occurred, Mrs. Shepard,” he said 
stiffly, “I did not think that Shepard would so mis- 
understand my motives, much less accuse me of de- 
liberately misrepresenting him. Good-night.” And 
before she could stop him he had gone. 

She sat_down. weakly. “We have lost our best 
friend.” There was silence. It was the same, she 
thought wearily, everywhere. they went. No matter 
how smoothly their affairs might bexn oving, out of a 
clear sky the storm would break, and sweep by as 
suddenly as it had come, leaving the minister un- 
touched, apparently, but with a trail of bitterness fol- 
lowing him from one pastorate to another. 


Uneasiness After the Storm 


Shepard stirred uneasily. “I suppose McGavock 
will use this against me now, in the Conference, to 
keep me from getting a better place.” 

His wife did not reply. What was the use? 

“I didn’t think you’d go back on me, too, Mary,” 
he began injuredly, “after all I had to put up with 
from him.” 

“Will, you were absolutely wrong. You owe Brother 
McGavock an apology, and you ought to make it at 
once. . 

“Apologize! For the things I had to listen to from 
him? He owes me an apology —” But his wife had 
left the room, sick at heart, and utterly discouraged: 

The few days before Conference dragged: slowly by. 
With his recent break with McGavock weighing heav- 
ily on his mind, yet too stubborn to admit he was in 
the wrong, the minister was moody and irritable. His 
wife, realizing his helpless dependence on her to re- 
instate his good opinion of himself, said nothing more 
about the quarrel, and tried to reviye his spirits. Her 
sense of wifely duty was strong; so, also, was her 
faith in her husband, and her realization of the pure 
gold of his heart, beneath the childish, faulty exterior. 
She alone knew how sensitive he was, how the real 
heart of him yearned for friends, whom he alienated 
almost as fast as he made. She had-seen one after 
another driit out of comradeship while he wondered 
wistfully what was the matter—and never could un- 
derstand. Yet there had always been McGavock. 

_ Striving to forget the matter that loomed blackly 
in her mind, she watched her husband anxiously, en- 
couraging him through his fit of depression, and 
mothering him as she would have Junior. They had 
been planning ever since the last Conference for her 
to go with him this year. But she told him quietly 
that she had decided not to go. With their small sav- 
ings he must buy a new overcoat. He had taken a 
severe cold while sitting up all night at the bedside of 


one of his church-members, who was critically ill and 
unable to afford a nurse. He was so impulsive, she 
reflected, so eager to help every one he could — she 
hoped he would not give away this new overcoat, as 
he had been known to do! 

His cold better, his confidence in himself restored 
under his wife’s ministrations, the minister left for 
Conference full of his accustomed enthusiasm. The 
Bishop must surely realize how well he had done, and 
under what difficulties he had worked. The “big 
place” was close now. 

But his wife had grave misgivings. She worried 
after he had gone. If he would only listen to her, 
what sorrow might they not be saved, what useless 
regrets! She seemed always to be trying to soothe 
ruffled feelings he had left in his wake. 

She went about the house, trying to put it in order 
before they left —if it so happened that they should 
leave. After this last quarrel, there might be little 
chance of a better move. Will had not a particle 
of policy —a quarrel with the Presiding Elder, of all 
persons, just at Conference. She shook her head sadly. 
Still, the collections were good, and the new church 
roof was there, and the other improvements — Will 
could always collect money. for everything except him- 
sef and his family. Junior needed new shoes, a suit, 
and a cap; Margaret should have an entire new out- 
fit. Why couldn’t they have their little bit of salary 
without having to wait for it? Will worked so hard 
— it was not fair to use up all a man’s strength for 
the church, and let his family suffer. A man’s brains 
and life and energy belonged to his family first of 
all — she gasped at herself for the thought. Of course, 
everything they had belonged to the Lord. 


Rebellious Reflections 


“But it is much easier to serve the Lord on a full 
stomach and a full purse,” she reflected, whimiscally. 
People who gave up their whole lives to serving the 
Lord ought to be entitled to a day off occasionally ; 
they would serve all the better for the rest. And she 
needed a rest — when had she taken a day off, or any 
sort of holiday? One of the moods of self-pity com- 
mon to us all at times. engulfed her. “I did want 
to go to Conference,” she mused rebelliously, “and I 
can’t even go to see my own sister when she sends 
me a ticket —I’ll just have to send it back.” 

This last was the greatest disappointment of all. 
She had not seen her sister for five years, even though 
the latter lived in North Texas, not too far away for 
her to visit occasionally. But there was never enough 
money, even for the short trip. She sighed as she 
struggled with the folding bed, which she abominated. 
Perhaps they would at least be sent to a sg conga 
that had no folding bed. If they could only have a 
home like the one they had given up in Jasmine, South 
Texas, to come to Oklahoma. Only two of their four 
years were up here. Perhaps they would be sent back 
to finish out their time, or stay another year, with 
an increase ef salary — they had practically been prom- 
ised that, at least, her husband had assured her with 
characteristic optimism. She waited anxiously for 
his return. Conference was to adjourn Tuesday. 

Sunday night the minister appeared at the front 


oor. 

“Why, Will— Conference can’t be over? Where 
did you come from?” she threw her arms around 
him in quick concern. “Will—are you sick, dear?” 

His face was gray and haggard. 

“I’m all right, Mary,” he answered dully, but al- 
lowed her to lead him to his favorite easy chair, be- 
fore the study fire. 

She hovered around him, threw another stick of 
wood on the dying fire, smoothed his hair back from 
his neem Her thoughts were flying. If he were 
not ill— ait 

“Has anything happened, dear? Is it bad news?” 
She caught her breath. 

“No, nothing has happened. My cold was worse, 
and I didn’t feel very well, so I came home.” 

She gazed at him anxiously. “Have any of the ap- 
pointments been read out?” 

“Some had been decided on when I left, though 
they had not been officially announced.” 

She understood then why he had come home. They 
were to be sent back here, probably with no increase 
of salary. Loyally she rose to the occasion. 

“Are we to stay here, Will? I’m really glad, after 
all. I’ve some warm friends here. You don’t know 
how much I’d_miss these people.” The thought of 
the folding bed rose in her mind, but she resolutely 
thrust it aside. What did a folding bed mean, com- 
od to friends? And she did have friends here, she 

new. 

“Did they want us back?” she persisted, trying to 
make it easier for him. “It helps to know they want 
us—” she broke off. His eyes looked as if he had 
been hurt to the death. 
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“Mary — I’ve been located.” 

She stared at him dumbly, uncomprehendingly. Lo- 
cated! Give up their work — have no regulat pastor- 
ate any more —be out of it entirely? It was impos- 
sible. She had known of ministers sometimes asking 
to be located, to preach only when and where they 
liked, and follow some other method of making a 
living; but for them, it was preposterous. To give 
up the work they loved—and not until now had she 
realized how very much they did love it — how their 
whole life was bound up in it. All their many sac- 
rifices seemed now as nothing. But the children — 
what would become of them? How could Will make 
a living any other way? He had given up his position 
as Dean of the little University in Jasmine, to enter 
the ministry. The best years of his life were gone. 
Where would he find another position now? The tears 
rose to her eyes as she gazed at his relaxed form. 
She had not noticed before how gray he was getting. 
And he had developed a bad cough — from the cold 
= had contracted while nursing his sick church-mem- 

i‘ 

(To be continued) 


“Pressed in the Spirit” to Pray 


‘6 A ND fifty thousand a week,” says Jonathan Go- 

forth, “were swept into the kingdom.” As in 
1857 so it will be again— when Zion travails, when 
the consciousness of sin is restored, when the worth 
of the soul is realized, when God’s wrath as well as 
his mercy is understood, and when fasting and tears 
mark the Church’s intercessions, 

Scores of evangelical editors and leaders from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, and throughout the entire 
world, are awaking to the fact that, so perilous are 
the times, “revival must come, else revolution will 
come.” Says the World’s Christian Fundamentals 
Association held in Memphis, Tenn., May, 1925: 

“All the signs of this present hour point to one of two 
things: either an increasing apostasy and falling away 
to the utter breaking down of civilization, or a great 
spiritual awakening. Let us pray, hope, believe, ex- 
pect, and look for a great revival. We believe it is 
possible for the world to witness again mighty ror 
itual awakenings as in the days of our fathers. 
remains ‘the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever,’ 
and not one jot or tittle of the Bible has been changed.” 

A three-days’ season of world-wide united inter- 
cession has been called for July 2 to 4, with afternoon 
or evening meetings on the second and third, and all- 
day meetings on the Fourth. God’s people are re- 
sponding. ere will be individual or collective prayer 
in thousands of places. The day of trifling is past. 
A billion souls are awaiting the Church’s awakening. 
“As soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her 
children.” 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 

















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 

Dear Mother Ruth: I am writing to you of the same 
old story, that I am in love. But you see it is a girl 
and not a bey. We were together last year in school, 
and we loved each other dearly. We never did any- 
thing without the other enjoying it too. We were to- 
gether constantly last year. I really and truly love 
her better than any friend I ever had. And I still 
love her even though she is not the same to me. 

This year we are in the same school, but she has another 
girl friend to whom she gives all her time and attention, 
and leaves me out entirely. I plan something for her 
that I think will make her happy, and she does not ap- 
preciate it or care about it. e 

Sometimes it happens we three walk home from school 
together, she takes the other girl’s arm and talks to her 
and I come along by myself. She comes to me and asks 
me to suggest something nice that she can do for the 
other girl. I do everything I can for her and have never 
failed her in anything. 

Is it right that she should treat me that way? Some- 
times I feel I cannot endure it. I am a Christian girl, 
and have been praying about it, but I guess I am 
getting impatient.—CHUM. : 


Y DEAR “CHUM”: What is love? What kind 
of friendship are you offering this girl friend 
of yours? Of what ingredients is this love made? 
Your wishes and thoughts to dominate in the 
life of the one you say you love? Surely this is not 
the love we read about in the Bible in 1 Corinthians 
thirteenth chapter. Where did you get this kind of 
love? If it is true and pure as it should be, it will 
not “seek its own” wish, but will revel in giving up its 
own wishes, and do for the one adored 
Take your Bible and turn to the friendship of David 
and Jonathan and see if you can offer this kind of 
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friendship. You know Jonathan took the clothes off 
his back for his friend, And nowhere can you find 
a place where he asked aught in return! If you truly 
love this girl, you will find your greatest happiness in 
seeing her happy! Do not try to force any feeling 
from her, and never try to buy it by things you do for 
her, but if you really want her love, give her a free, 
generous friendship, that asks nothing in return, and 
if yours is the unselfish kind that real love is, I take 
it, it won’t be long until you win a response that will 
not be dependent on what she gets from you, but will 
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love you for your own sake! If not, you have not 
wasted your affection, for it will make you more cap- 
able of loving everybody, and cause you to have a 
warm heart and will teach you to give without a 
thought of return, which, after all, is the only real 
way to give in love, as in all giving! 

Think this over well, and take it to the Lord in a 
good heart-talk, and see if the Lord will not tell you 
this is right, and you will find he can teach you to love 
in the true way, for all real love has its origin in Him! 
Be sure to read 1 Corinthians thirteenth chapter. 








Let the preaching of the Bible as 
the Word of God make answer 








Does the World Need a New Bible? 








By I. M. Haldeman, D.D. 








One glorious fact, which those who refuse to recognize the Bible as God’s Word, and who say it is out of 
date, have never been able to explain, is its power to transform lives. A trader, passing a converted cannibal in 


Africa, asked him what he was reading. 
date in my country,’’ said the foreigner. 
** you would have been eaten long ago.’’ 


** Oh, I am reading the Bible,’’ was the reply. ‘'That book is out of 
‘* If it had been out of date here,’’ said the African to the European, 


It is fitting that this series of articles by Dr. Haldeman reviewing Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick’s book, ‘‘ The 
Modern Use of the Bible,’’ should close with an earnest appeal for the preaching of the Bible as the Word of 


God to a passion-racked, sin-cursed world. 


The entire series, with much additional valuable material, is now ready in book form. It is entitled, ‘‘ Dr. 
Harry Emerson Fosdick’s Book, ‘The Modern Use of the Bible’: A Review,’’ and may be had from your 
bookseller or from The Sunday School Times Company, at $1. 


the acceptance of the Bible. 

It is not the new evidence, the new knowledge, 
the new findings of science —none of these things is 
making it difficult for the worid and the intelligence 
of the world to accept it. 

Not at all 

The talk about a new world needing a new Bible or 
a new interpretation that shall make a new Bible out 
of the old is at best but unspiritual, as it is, also, un- 
intellectual, chatter. ; 

ere is this new world needing a new Bible? 

What is so new in it? 

It is a question that is coming up on the lips of 
men, 

I repeat the question and I ask myself, What is so 
new in the world? 

“—? are still born at the risk of the mother’s 
ife, 

In spite of every invention disease still outruns the 
last edition of Materia Medica. 

The surgeon’s knife still finds, not only the old 
gangrene deep seated in the flesh, but deeper still, 
the old sin, the old shame and the incurable remorse, 

What is there new? 

Men still laugh, and swear to hide a groan. 

Pleasure still fills the cup to the brim and then 
leaves the dregs of old weariness and the deep dis- 
gust of sated lust at the bottom of the cup. 

What, really, is new? 

Men still struggle against inherited appetite ard 
passions, are possessed by them as by very demons, 
and at last are dragged down by them into the 
whelming misery of moral helplessness and despair. 

Talk about building a new world? 

Why, the old acquaintances meet you at every turn, 
in the same oid clothes, in the same old fashion, doing 
the same old things, and doing them in the same old 
‘way. 

The old acquaintances —1the familiar forms. 


[' IS not the unbelief of the world that is hindering 


There: they are—sin, shame, red-faced and never 


satisfied lust, hungry greed, slimy, serpent-like false- 
hood, the cowardly, crawling. inuendo, the faint praise 
that damns while it praises, brute selfishness that 
would sacrifice the dearest love, the thirst for gain 
that will drink at every fountain, fair or foul. ; 

A new world, you say, needing a new Bible, a Bible 
fitted to a new world? 

Why deceive yourself? 

The old cannon, the old bombs, the old torch are 
all here, and the old war is harnessing itself for a 
fresh welter of blood, that it may revel in it as it has 
done ever since the impassabie sky looked down on 
the first murder nearer to God’s environment by some 
thousands of years than now and upon the first war, 
inspired by the same wild beast that still lurks in the 
lair of the same old human heart. 

No! I say it is not a new world demanding a new 
Bible; rather it is an old world needing an old, old 
Bible. 

The opposition and hindrance to the Bible, I assure 
you, do not come from the worid. It is not the world 
out there throwing stones at the Bible and seeking to 
stifle its full message. There is doubt out there, and 
sorrow and perplexity and natural unbelief, but there 
is no organized effort to throw the Bible down into 
a discount of open contempt. Instead of that there 
is a willingness to listen to any comfort the Bible can 
bring, to any relief to the ulcer on the shoulder whtre 
the burden rubs the hardest. 


The hindrance and the opposition come from an en- 
tirely different direction. 

They come“from the theological seminary, the theo- 
logical seminary whose professors have forgotten (if 
they ever knew) how to read the old Bible, and read 
it in the old way. 

They come from the pulpit, pulpits that proclaim 
themselves modern and new. It is the unbelief of the 
professor and the preacher, tempted to play the réle 
of the prophet to a so-called new age. 

It is a profound mistake to think such an attitude 
is intellectual. 

It is not particularly so. 

The most intellectuals it is the most honest and 
the most loyal, attitude for the Christian minister, is 
to submit his mind to the Bible (if he undertakes to 
preach it at all) as the written Word of God, and 
take it as it comes to him, in the assurance, if he will 
compare Scripture with Scripture (not with science 
and new philosophy), he shall see light in God’s light, 
and be able. to give it undimmed to others. 

the preacher preach the Bible as the Word of 
God, and the blood of Christ as that chemistry of 
infinite love by which, though sins “be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool.” 

There never was an hour when a greater oppor- 
tunity was offered to a preacher to take this undying 
Book, expound it, expose its content, reveal its beauty, 
stir the minds of men with its matchless wonders, fill 
the soul with its Heaven-bequeathed peace, let its 
music play upon the heart chords, let the grip of its 
power hold men back from the edge of the down- 
ward plunge, and* by the gentleness of its touch lead 
the spirit up to illumined heights; let it paint the 
glories of the delectable mountains, show the Way. 
that leads to the open gates, to the city and the throne, 
and where He sits bearing the marks of the wounds 
he got for the sake of sinful men, allow it to demon- 
strate itself to the intellect, conscience and heart. 

In their strange demand for liberty to think inde- 
pendently of any textual or ritual trammels, preachers 
fail to search the Book for itself and thus discover 
the liberty of the Spirit, the real freedom which is 
willing and glad “not to think above that which is 
written.” 

What an opportunity, then, to stand forth, take the 
Book at its own value, and wait for the result! 

He who stands, holds in his hand and discusses the 
quality and value of a seed while summer days are 
passing and the inviting soil still waits to receive 4. 
1s not wise; but wise is he who casts in the seed 
finds in quick result the truth of all its claims. 

Let the preacher preach the Bible with the un- 
shaken conviction that it is the very Word of God, 
the message from Himself; let him preach it faith- 
fully, insistently, above all the noise of contending 
hours, and he will see the same result as all the pass- 
ing centuries have revealed, the calling out of the 
elect and chosen ones in whom faith is the gift of 
God and in whose soul the fruitage of the Book will 
make manifest that it is, indeed, as the Apostle with 
challenging note has said, “Not the word of men, but 
in truth, the word of God”; that Word of God 
which still gives its unmodified command to every 
true ambassador of Christ: 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, .a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly di- 
viding the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). 
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Lesson for July 5 
Acts 12:25 to 13:12 
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What Feng’s Army May Mean to China 


And how its dispersion may be an important 
step in the welfare of the nation 








By A. Gordon Melvin, Ph.D. | 








Peking were covered with half an inch of snow, 

that was fast transforming the usual dust into 
sticky and dirty mud. A rickshaw came to a stop at 
the curb and set down a passenger in the blue-gray 
uniform of General Feng’s army. The soldier handed 
his fare to the runner, and was turning to walk off, 
when the coolie began to raise a great hubbub. In 
a moment had arisen one of those every-day disputes 
between a rickshaw man and his passenger. Quickly 
the usual crowd of fifty or sixty listeners gathered 
to watch the quarrel. This was indeed an unusual 
sight. Here was a rickshaw coolie actually daring to 
dispute with a soldier, while the soldier was not lay- 
ing a finger upon him. fs : 

“You're cheating me!” shouted the coolie excitedly, 
‘ “You said eighteen coppers.” : 

“I did not,” replied the soldier, more quietly, “I 
said cight coppers, as I have given you.” : 

“It’s a lie, you said eighteen!” (Shih bah in the 
Chinese language means both “yes, eight,” and “eight- 

” 


[ WAS a cold winter’s morning. The. streets of 


“I said, ‘Yes, eight,’ not ‘eighteen.’ ” : 

-“You said ‘cighteen,’” persisted the coolie. 

“You are wrong, my man, how could I afford to 
pay eighteen coppers for such a short distance? I 
call the onlookers to witness that eight coppers is a 
just fare for the distance you pulled me,” and the 
soldier told the place from which he had come. ; 

“It makes no difference,” was the retort, “you said 
‘eighteen.’ ” ; 

“Look here, my good fellow, I can tell you this, that 
if you had acted in this way with a soldier from an- 
other army, you would be knocked flat on the road, 
and you very well know it. But we do not do that 


kind of thing. Instead of béating you, I will pay you” 


the eighteen coppers to keep the peace.” : 
Hereupon, before the astonished crowd, the soldier 
proceeded to overpay the fellow and let him go. 


This is just one of the many ways in which the 


general public is daily learning that Christian soldiers 
are very different from any others they have known 
before. Recent events in China have caused the in- 
fluence of Feng’s soldiers to increase greatly and to 
spread widely. The incessant prayers of many Chris- 
tians all over the world during the last few months 
are being answered in a wonderful way, and things 
have come about so that these soldiers by living Chris- 
tianity so that the dullest can understand, are silently 
es preaching the Christian message, day 
y day. 

In order to clearly understand how great must be 
the influence of these Christian soldiers, one must 
realize what an undesirable character the usual Chinese 
soldier is. Recently a soldier of another army boarded 
one of the new tram cars in Peking and forced the 
motorman to drive at break-neck speed, just to see how 
fast he could go. A sérious accident resulted, and the 
whole tram force went on strike and demanded pro- 
tection. . 

The old-time soldier is known to his public, espe- 
cially in war-time, as a species of brigand. In trou- 
bled times, when loosely controlled by his officers, or 
when in flight or in danger, he is practically a bandit. 
He carries arms, and so he need not pay. He rides 
free on trains, for the conducter passes him by. If 
he wants merchandise, he enters a shop and demands 
it. If he needs food or money, he enters a house and 
demands it. An army marching across country in war 
time frequently lives on the people, taking here and 
demanding there whatever is desired. The soldiers, 
under such circumstances, are regarded as a sort of 
scourge. 

In the recent war, the head man of certain towns 
actually paid large sums of money to officers passing 
their way, on condition that they would pass by with- 
out making any disturbance. If a band of soldiers 
happens to be in trouble, it is still worse for the 
populace. When their army has suffered defeat and 
they are forced to flee, or when deserted by their gen- 
erals-or officers and they are left to fend for them- 
selves, they roam about in bands. Desperate and un- 
scrupulous, they traverse the country, pillaging, rifling, 
threatening, looting, and abusing. Unfortunate is the 
man who resists them, and fortunate he who is wise 
enough to mollify them. One old man in the interior, 
beholding them climbing up the hills toward his house, 
immediately set to work to prepare them a good meal. 
When they arrived he invited them to partake, and 
so put them in such a good humor that his home and 
property went unmolested while they passed on to 
terrorize some less clever person. 

In direct contrast to their lawlessness is the per- 
fect behavior of Feng’s men. His soldiers are differ- 
ent. They are orderly, they do not smoke, they do 
not drink, they do not steal. The truth of the matter 
is that the majority of them are Christians. When 
they captured Peking the move itself was made quietly 


and rapidly, without any upset. By noon of the same 
day the city had practically assumed its normal appear- 
ance. In three days, it was following its usual routine, 
One of Feng’s generals has been made military gov- 
ernor of Peking, and graft, needless expenditure, and 
private robbery have stopped. There has already been 
one bonfire of opium confiscated by the army, where 
previous administrations have actually accepted bribes 
to overlook its importation. Instead of beholding 
bullying in the streets, one may hear the lusty singing 
of Christian hymns by orderly, well-disciplined sol- 
diers, as they march here and there on duty. Nor is 
this singing in any way a brazen parade of self-com- 
placency. The soldiers sing these hymns because they 
have been taught them in their daily instruction, and 
they like to sing them. These men have no idle mo- 
ments to get into mischief. Daily, one may witness 
the unprecedented sight of a group of soldiers at work 
in some public thoroughfare repairing the city roads. 

The discipline and order are, of course, the result 
of good leadership. Every one of the generals in 
this army is a man of integrity, and a Christian. 
Chubby and genial General Li, who entered and took 
charge of the city of Peking on that memorable day 
of the coup d'etat, writes bravely in English to a 
friend who counselled him in his hard days. “I hope 
you are always able to guide me in leading the peo- 
ple to God, in order to get their best kind of living.” 
General Chang-Wei-hsi, whom I was privileged to 
meet recently in the South Barracks, on hearing a 
reference to a Bible text, was quick to pull his pocket 
Testament from his coat. 

Perhaps the most spiritual man in the army is Gen- 
eral Chang-Chih-kiang, of whom Dr. Arthur Smith 
once said to me, “He is one of the most spiritual men 
I ever knew.” General Chang has recently been sent 
to Kalgan to quell a disturbance of a serious nature. 


Soldiers of the non-Christian forces got out of con-" 


trol, pillaged and burned the city. Just after his ap- 
pointment Chang wrote concerning it to a friend, “I 
am sorry that I am lack of both knowledge and abil- 
ity. On this ground I am unable to offer good serv- 
ice. Since I am appointed, I will try my best to serve 
the people truthfully, diligently, and frugally. As 
you hope, I will protect their lives and property and 
try to lead them to know Christ. Its future success 
is wholly dependent on God’s power and Christ’s sal- 
vation to myself and the people. Pray that you will 
remember me in your prayers.” 

In spite of his humble estimate of himself, General 
Chang was immediately able to quell the disturbance 
in Kalgan. After the war, many of the soldiers of 
the less disciplined and the defeated armies caused so 
much trouble by looting, burning, and abusing that 
a large portion of the city was in rnins. Since Chang 
has arrived there everything is set it. order, the trouble 
quieted, and normal life restored. Already a great 
impression has been made on the people of the city 
and they are telling abroad that these soldiers are 
different. They behave themselves properly. hen 
they enter a store they examine the goods, and if they 
are satisfied they take them and pay for them like 
any other citizen. 

Of course sad things do sometimes occur. There 
are in the army some new men who have been taken 
over from the dispersed armies of defeated generals. 
Some of these men have not had an opportunity to 
be long under the general Christian influence of the 
army life. It so happened, recently, that one of these 
men in some way secured Chang’s hat, and inspired 
by. some evil genius, went wearing it to a house of 
ill-repute. The general missed his hat, search was 
made, and the soldier arrested.. Now the rule of the 
army is that the penalty for visiting a house of shame 
is death. The soldier was court-martialed and, in spite 
of many urgent pleas of his friends, condemned, and 
taken to the place of execution. All was prepared and 
he was about to pay the price of his indiscretion when, 
such is the grace vouchsafed to him, the General over- 
ruled the decision and pardoned the man. That mercy 
is higher than justice is a distinctly Christian paradox. 

Every army has its head soldier, and of course the 
head soldier of this army is Marshal Feng himself. In 
spite of the fact that he has repeatedly and persistently 
resigned, the government refuses to accept his resig- 
nation and has cancelled his leave of absence. In fact 
every one still regards Feng as the head of the army 
which he has turned over to the state. The soldiers 
themselves are loyal to him, and the army only takes 
orders given through him. Feng’s resignation stands 
as an example of almost super-human self-abnegation. 
At the moment when he had reached the pinnacle of 
fame and power, instead of becoming intoxicated with 
success and ambition, he did what is practically with- 
out precedent in history, stepped aside claiming noth- 
ing for himself. It is hard to believe that this was 
mere unguided human wisdom. 

The sequel has more than vindicated his action. 
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Immediately after the coup it seemed as though the 
Manchurian war lord, Chang-Tso-lin was about to 
embarrass the new president and hinder his freedom 
of action in a way which would simply re-establish 
the previous form of corrupt government under differ- 
ent heads. Feng insisted that the President be left 
free to act, and set an example by resigning his post 
and retiring to the seclusion of the hills, where none 
could reach him. Chang-Tso-lin, unable to interfere, 
took the hint and retired to his own provinces. Presi- 
dent Tuan was now free to cail a re-organization con- 
ference of leading men from all over China. 

Incidentally the opportunity for the Christian army 
to influence the community life of China has been in- 
creased to a remarkable extent, this in three ways. In 
the first place, the actual size of the army has been 
increased threefold since the war. According to his 
shrewd custom, Feng took over many men of the de- 
feated armies, spared the lives of their officers, who 
would in the ordinary course of events have been 
executed, and undertook to absorb them into his units. 
These men are not kept in separate groups, but added 
in sections, here and. there, to the old nucleus. Thus 
will they come under the same influence and training 
which made his army a model one. In the second 
place, colorization of the northwestern provinces is 
being planned under Feng’s direction, and will be 
carried out under his men. Thus Christian influence 
will almost surely be felt in these far-flung commu- 
nities. In the third place, the army, which was orig- 
inally compact and generally situated at one center, 
had been separated. Various problems have called 
separate divisions to different parts of the country. 
So is the Christian influence being widely disseminated 
over the whole of North China. One cannot help 
feeling that this new dispersion will be a potent force 
in the evangelization of China. 

PEKING, CHINA, 


Helps for the Summer Bible School 


N THE article, “Is the Summer Bible School Worth 

While?” in The Sunday School Times, issue of 
May 2, a number of excellent helps were listed. In 
addition to these a most valuable. set of booklets has 
been prepared by the Rev. A. L. Lathem, and espe- 
cially adapted for use in the Summer Bible School. 
A brief description will give an idea of the admirable 
way in which the ground is covered. “The Way of 
Life” is a manual of instruction in vital things, giving 
in clear, concise form instruction regarding the Bible, 
God, sin, salvation, nineteen different topics conveni- 
ently divided into lessons with a set of questions on 
each lesson. It is a veritable text-book and to be 
studied as such. It is a cloth-bound book, costing 50 
cents, 

Six little booklets (3 cents each), in question and 

answer form, are as follows: “Old Testament His- 
tory” Adam to Saul, and Saul to Christ; “The Twelve 
Apostles and James the Lord’s Brother”; “The Apostle 
Paul and other early Christian: Workers not apostles 
of the Apostolic Church”; “The Life of Jesus,” and 
“The Bible, the Christian’s Sacred Book” being sim- 
ple facts concerning the books of the Old and New 
Testaments. Each of the booklets contains a rich 
fund of information, correlated and arranged in the 
most helpful form. 
_ A most valuable booklet also used by Dr. Lathem 
is the “Geography of Palestine,” compiled by the Rev. 
A. L. Phillips, D.D. This covers every phase of Old 
and New Testament geography, natural and political 
divisions, climate, vegetation, minerals, and so on’ (15 
cents). 

Other helps used are “The Shorter Catechism,” and 
“Catechism for Young Children” (3 cents each) ; 
“Blaikie’s Bible History” ($1.75); “Bible Atlas” 
($3.50); “Child’s Life of Christ” (35 cents), and 
“Beautiful Bible, Stories” (70 cents). 

All may be ordered from the Third Presbyterian 
Church Office, Chester, Pa., or from the Presbyterian 
Board, Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 
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John 3 : 16 

By E. Poole 
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everlasting life 
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The Sunday School Times’ books perpetuate the 
weekly message. Your ‘bookseller will be glad to 
Show them to you, or a catalogue will be sent on 
request. 


greatest Possession. 
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JULY 5. THE BEGINNING OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 12 : 25 to 13: 12 
Golden Text.—And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole creation.—Mark 16: 15 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 


Foreword 


T THE Fundamentals Convention in. Memphis 
A in May, Mr. Watkin R. Roberts of the North- 
S east India General Mission said: “There are 
probably, in India, fifty-five hundred missionaries. I 
don’t call them Christian missionaries for this simple 
reason: One of the foremost Modernists in India 
claims that the greater percentage of these mission- 
aries are -Modernists.” The China Bible Union is 
finding much the same condition in its territory. The 
need of the mission fields to-day is not missionaries 
merely sent out by the Church but missionaries sep- 
arated by the Holy Ghost. 


The Historical Setting 


Peter now drops permanently out of inspired mis- 
sionary history. He was the apostle chosen to open 
the door to the Gentiles, Paul the apostle chosen to 
enter the door. “During sixteen years the young 
Church has been prepared for the task of world evan- 
gelization. The Sanhedrin and Herod have done their 
worst. The former seems to have lost its power, and 
Herod is dead. 


The Expository Meaning 


Chapter 12, verse 25.—Barnabas and Saul returned 

. when they had fulfilled their ministry, and took 
with them John, That “ministry” is described in 11: 
27-30. We may see in the choice of Mark as traveling 
companion the interest of Barnabas in his nephew, 
and also Peter’s further interest in the extension of 
the Gospel te -the Gentiles, as Mark doubtless owed 
his conversion to Peter. 


Chapter 13, verse 1.—In the church that was at An- 
tioch certain prophets and teachers. The word “cer- 
tain” is interpolated on the assumption that there were 
other prophets and teachers than these mentioned. The 
gift of prophecy in the early Church was con- 
ferred by the Spirit on inspired teachers (Acts 2:17; 
11:27; 15:32; 21:9). “The foretelling of future 
events was not the usual form which their inspiration 
took,” says Alford, “but that of an exalted and super- 
human teaching, ranked by St. Paul above ‘speaking 
with tongues’ in being the utterance of their own con- 
scious intelligence informed by the Holy Spirit” (comp. 
11:27). Weare not told exactly how the Holy Spirit 
said, Separate (see v. 2. below), but we may well be- 
lieve because of this direct mention of these prophets 
that it was through Spirit-given fore-telling on their 
part. Teachers were those entrusted with the Spirit- 
given gift of teaching (1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11). 
“They were probably less immediately the organs of 
the Holy Spirit than the prophets,” Alford thinks, “but 
under his continual guidance in the gradual and pro- 
gressive work of teaching the Word.” 

Simeon, called Niger, may have been an African 
proselyte. Lucius Cyrene is possibly the kinsman of 
Paul mentioned in Romans 16:21. There is no rea- 
sen for the guess that he may have been Luke him- 
self, for Lucius, and Lukas, or Lukanus, are two en- 
tirely different names. According to Josephus, Herod 
the Great in his school days had been informed by an 
Essene prophet named Manaen that he would some 
day become a great king of the Jews, and when the 
prediction was fulfilled the prophet received unusual 
honors from Herod. This Titaen was doubtless a 
son or grandson of the Essene prophet, brought up 
with Herod’s sons, Antipas and Archelaus. 

Verse 2.—As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted. 
This verb is used in the Septuagint and in the New 
Testament of the old priestly and Levitical Temple 
service (Luke 1:23; Heb. 8:6: 9:21). Prophets 
and teachers in the Christian Church have now in 
the economy of God succeeded to this ministry. It 
is the Greek word which we have Anglicized in noun 
form into “liturgy.” Plumptre says it is the word 
latterly used in the New Testament for conducting 
the Lord’s Supper, and thinks it probable the meet- 
ings in the Antioch church led by these prophets and 
teachers probably concluded with the Communion up 
to which hour there had been fasting. The Holy 
Ghost said. It may have been by “a sudden burst of 
simultaneous inspiration” on the part of the prophets. 
Scparate me Barnabas and Saul. The Greek idiom 
with the imperative here is said to imply that imme- 
diate obedience is expected. Schaff’s Commentary 
quotes Chrysostom: “Here we may see a proof of 
the divinity of the Holy Ghost. Tie prophets ~were 
ministering to the Lord. He does not say, Separate 
Barnabas and Saul to the Lord, but to me for the min- 
istry to which J have called them, showing that he is 
co-equal with God.” 


Verse 3.—Then, when they had fasted and prayed. 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 55: 1-7. 
Primary Topic: Two Men Become Foreign Missionaries. 
Lesson Material: Acts 13 : 1-12. 
Memory Verse: Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel.— Mark 16 : 15. 
Junior Topic: How Foreign Missions Began. 
esson Material: Acts 13 ; 1-12. 
Memory Verse: Isaiah 52 : 7. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: The Beginning of Foreign Mis- 


Topic for Young People and Adults: The Holy Spirit in Foreign 
issions, 











The_ portion of the text indicated by the International 
esson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 13: 1-12 


1 Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was 
there, prophets and teachers, Barnabas, and Symeon that 
was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen the 
foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 And as 
they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Hoiy Spirit 
said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work where- 
unto I have called them. 3 Then, when they had fasted 
and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them 
away. 

4So they, being sent forth by the Holy Spirit, went 
down to Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. 
5 And when they were at Salamis, they proclaimed the 
word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they had 
also John as their attendant. 6 And when they had gone 
through the whole island unto Papbos, they found a cer- 
tain 1 sorcerer, a false prophet,’ a Jew, whose name was 
Bar-Jesus; 7 who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, 
a man of understanding. The same called unto him Bar- 
nabas and Saul, and sought to hear the word of God. 
8 But Elymas the ‘sorcerer (for so is his name by inter- 
pretation) withstood them, seeking to turn aside the pro- 
consul from the faith. 9 But Saul, who is also called Paul, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, fastened his eyes on him, 10 
and said, O full of all guile and all villany, thou son of 
the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not 
cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? 11 And now 
behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt 
be blind, not seeing the gun ?for a season. And immedi- 
ately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went 
about seeking some to lead him by the hand. 12 Then the 
proconsul, when he saw what was done, believed, being 
astonished at the teaching of the Lord. 


1Gr. Magus: as in Matt. 2:1, 7, 16, 2Or, until 








“This was a new fasting and special prayer for Barna- 
bas and Saul,” say§ Alford. Laid their hands on them. 
The first mention of the laying on of hands in the 
Old Testament is the instance of Jacob and the sons 
of Joseph (Gen, 48:14), and is there connected with 
blessing only. The Lord commanded this mode for 
the setting apart of Joshua to his work (Num. 27: 
18), and from then on it was used by the Jews for 
inductions into office. The first instance in the New 
Testament is the ordination of deacons (Acts 6:6). 
From the time of its adoption by the apostles it has 
remained to this day the practise of the Christian 
Church in setting apart her ministers. 

If Paul was ever ordained by human hands to 
the apostleship it was on this occasion. But he did not 
claim to have received his apostolic credentials from 
men but directly from Christ (comp. 1 Cor. 15:9 with 
2 Cor. 12:5 and Gal. 1:17). 


Verse 4.—Being sent forth by the Holy Ghost. Not 
so much a reference to their previous separation by 
the Spirit, as to their consequent guidance by him 
on this new mission. Went down to Seleucia. The 
God of glory called Abraham from Ur; the Holy 
Spirit commissioned. Barnabas and Paul. “Next to 
the labors of our Lord,” says Schaff’s Commentary, 
“no movements have been so important for the race 
as that of Abraham westward from Ur of the Chaldees 
carrying the revelation of the one God and the prom- 
ises of Israel, and that of Paul, also westward, carry- 
ing the revelation of Christ.” Seleucia was the port 
of Antioch, fifteen miles distant, built and fortified 
by Seleucus Nicator 345 years before. They sailed 
to Cyprus, which is forty-eight miles distant, — 
a beautiful island one hundred and fifty by fifty 
miles, famous for its corn, oil, and fruits. A 
double reason for the Spirit’s guidance thither was 
that it was the native heath of Barnabas (4:36), and 
half its population were Jews. 


Verse 5.—When they were at Salamis. The chief 
commercial center of the island. They proclaimed the 
word of God in the synagogues. Paul always sought 
his first point of contact in the synagogue, “the char- 
acteristic institution of later Judaism.” Jews were 
everywhere, and always built a synagogue. The new 
missionaries find them here, at Antioch in Pisidia, 
Corinth, and elsewhere. They afforded the apostles 
both a pulpit ‘and an audience. Their existence was 
doubtless part’ of God’s providence for the spread of 
the Gospel. They had also John. His presence is in- 
troduced here preparatory to later (and sad) develop- 


ments in- the stery. -He was doubtless useful in bap- 
tizing’ converts. 


Verse 6.—Unto Paphos. On the west coast, one 
hundred miles from Salamis, the capital and home of 
the proconsul. A certain sorcerer ... Bar-Jesus; who 
was with the proconsul, Canon Howson says’ that 
“All the Greek and Latin literature of the Empire, 
from Horace to Lucian, abounds in proofs of the prev- 
alent credulity of this special period... . The faith of 
educated Romans was utterly gone.” The proconsul 
was dabbling with the occult, but was discerning 
enough, as the story reveals, to properly appraise the 
message of the missionaries. Critics once asserted 
that Luke was mistaken in calling Paulus proconsul, 
but archeology later discovered an inscription: “Under 
Paulus the Proconsul.” 


Verse 8.—Elymas the sorcerer. An Aramaic word 
meaning “the wise.” He withstood the apostles in the 
hope of holding his money gains due to the Governor’s 
influence. 

Verse 9.—Saul, who is also called Paul. It can 
hardly be more than a coincidence that Saul’s new 
name is the same_.as that of the deputy. He was a 
Grecian Jew and a Roman citizen and may possibly 
always have had this other name, according to a Jew- 
ish custom, for example, Esther, Hadassah; Daniel, 
Belteshazzar; John, Mark, 


Verse 10—Thouw son of the devil, Paul did not 
bandy words with this lying false prophet. The 
world, yea the Church, is now full of men of this 
type. They may not all practise magic but they oppose 
the wisdom of this world to the truth of God, leading 
astray men who are real truth-seekers, and who are 
even desiring to know the divine program for the 
future, like the proconsul. 


Verse 11.—Thow shalt be blind. Peter had wrought 
a miracle of judgment in the case of Ananias, and 
now Paul works one. Blindness was an appropriate 
judgment for one who had led others into darkness. 


The Homiletical Form 
Tue Spirit SEPARATING AND SENDING 


1. The Spirit hears and answers a praying Church 
(12s 28s 245 Ts 
Ps _ Spirit calls Barnabas and Saul .by name 
Vv. 2 . 

3. The Spirit commissions and dismisses Barnabas 
and Saul (v. 3). 


4. The Spirit picks the path for Barnabas and Saul 
(vs. 4, 5, 6,ff). 

5. Satan opposes the Spirit’s missionary work (vs. 
6, 1. c.-8, But). 

6. The Spirit is victorious through a miracle of 
‘judgment (vs..9-11). / 

7. The Spirit seals the beginning of Gentile mis- 
sions with a great trophy of saving grace (v. 12). 


The Topical Values 


Post-apostolic Aposties—“Being sent forth by the 
Holy Ghost” (v. 4). To be an apostle it was need- 
ful to have seen the Lord's person. But the etymology 
of the word “apostle” is “one sent.” In the very next 
chapter we hear the inspiring Spirit saying, “The apos- 
tles, Barnabas and Paul” (14:14). The Spirit has 
ever since been giving apostle-like authority to those 
whom he sends forth. 


Paul, the Little (v. 9). While it may be that the 
Jew, Saul, was always known also in the Greek and 
Roman circles in which he moved as Paulus, perhaps 
because of his physical diminutiveness, we must be- 
lieve that the Holy Spirit from now on chooses that 
name for him because it is characteristic of his spirit 
of humility — “Sinners, of whom I am chief.” As 
this chapter opens Barnabas heads the Antioch church 
toll call and Saul foots it. From now on the Spirit 
promotes Paul over the willing Barnabas to the lead- 
ership. Work is the test which gives men their rank 
in God’s sight, though church politics has put’ man 
men in the wrong pulpits and pews. The Spirit will 
guide to proper placing. 

The Devil at the Start—“In the beginning God,” — 
but is it not also true that Satan is prompt to at- 
tend all Spirit-prepared launchings? He was in Eden 
with Adam, in the-desert with Christ. It is a sign 
of God’s approval when Satan sets about wrecking new 
missionary enterprises. 


The Practical Aim 


“This thirteenth chapter of Acts must be set side 
by side with Matthew 9:37, 38. There we have the 
precept and principle: ‘Pray ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his 
harvest.’ Here we have the practise and example: 
a praying Church and the divine calling out and 
sending forth of the workers.”—Arthur T. Pierson. 

How well named is the “Great Commission Prayer 
League”! There is no more Spirit-guided and power- 














Besson for July § : 
Acts 12:25 to 19:22 


ful agency in the world to-day for beckoning back the 
Church to Antiochan spirituality and missionary pur- 
pose. Will you please write it at 808 La Salle Street, 
Chicago, for its literature? 


Final Word 


“Bar-Jesus” (“Son of Jesus”) is everywhere in the 
Church to-day as a counterfeit “minister of right- 
eousness,” perverting truth. Only the Spirit can un- 
mask him as actually “thou child of the devil.” The 
“anointing” of the Spirit (1 John 4) is provided espe- 
cially for the purpose of enabling God’s children to 
discern seducing Antichrists. 

NARBERTH, PA, 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Dr. Banks, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


does this chapter begin with a list of the prophets 
and teachers at Antioch? 


2. To which one of the Herods was Manaen a foster- 
brother? 

3. Who were the first foreign missionaries? 
sent them on this missionary journey? 

4 What previous call had either Paul or Barnabas had 
#6 the mission upon which they were sent by the Spirit? 

sg. What natural reasons were there that Antioch should 

a missionary church? 

6. Why do you suppose Paul and Barnabas went first 
to the island of Cyprus? 

g. What evidence is there that many Jews were living 
there at that time? 

8 What is the indication that the Spirit had prepared 
the field of work before calling the workers to it? 

§ What two significant changes may be observed during 
this first missionary journey of Paul’s? 

xo, Who was the first convert of Paul’s preaching, re- 
corded by name in Scripture? 

11, How many converts were won on this- journey? 

12, What element of life did Paul meet in direct conflict 
‘on this first stage of his first missionary journey, which, 


‘although Paul’s first experience of this kind, was often 
repeated during his journeys? 

13. What bearing does the Great Commission have on 
this missionary journey? 

14. What is the best way to be assured of the reality and 
power of the Holy Spirit? 

‘. 15 How may we have the Holy Spirit? 

16. We have seen that the Holy Spirit personally directs 
those who yield themselves to him: what part has the 
Holy Spirit in the Bible we teach? 

17, What are the evidences of a Spirit-led life? 

Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


‘The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


And who 


“Me 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue PRINCIPLE OF PREPARATION.—Bring the 
pupils into a frame of mind favorable to the les- 
son to be presented. 











IN THE mind of the Lesson Committee, it is evi- 
dently not going too far back to recall the Great 
Commission as we enter upon. the study of this first 
foreign missionary enterprise. There are Christians who 
need to be reminded of it even to-day when foreign 
missions are in contemplation. It is interesting to 
think how for nearly two thousand years it has been 
behind all sorts of adventurous endeavor to deliver the 
Gospel message. Behind this enterprise in the lesson 
also lies the very direct personal direction which Saul 
had already received—all previous indications of the 
Holy Spirit, indeed — which were pointing toward this 
hour when the Word of the Gospel was to start on its 
way to the “uttermost part of the earth.” The recall- 
ing of previous instances of Spirit-guidance will be 
helpful, especially when given .in answer to prayer, 
and the recognition of the fact that there was — and 
always should be— Holy Spirit preparation for the 
going of missionaries. Evidently the Spirit had pre- 
pared the field as well as the workers and_ now he is 
operating through the Church, so that the missionaries 
are sent not alone, or primarily, by the Church, but 
by the Holy Spirit. We shall need, too, to bring to 
mind the quality of the Antioch Church in order to ap- 
preciate the devotion which, without a murmur, yields 
its strongest ministers to the call of foreign service. 

In that connection we shall contemplate again, Bar- 
nabas, to whom the Word pays such high tribute, and 
this will help us to understand why two Spirit-filled 
men sent forth from a Spirit-filled Church should be 
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used so mightily to do the work of God and over- 
throw the powers of evil. Behind this first journey ef 
the Gospel to foreign parts lies a great command, a 
divine guidance, a fellowship of Spirit-filled teachers 
of. the Word, and a Church sacrificially devoted to 
the mission of the Gospel, rather than selfishly devoted 
to its own enlargement as a local fellowship. 
Huntinopon, Pa. 


« 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Thinking It Through.—As they ministered to the 
Lord, and fasted, the Holy Spirit said (v. 2). 
whole lot of the success of any undertaking depends 
upon how it is started: Some things depend upon a 
good running start—like the broad jump and pole 
vault, There are other things whose success depends 
upon a good quiet ‘start, like getting married! a busi- 
ness; and some other things, missionary enterprise 
among them (Psa. 46:10). I might also say that the 
success of the Sunday-school session depends largely 
upon the same sort of a start. The “hurrah boys’ ” 
attitude of mind has its uses, but the way to start any 
sort of a missionary undertaking, either in the busi- 
ness world or in the realm of religion, is to first 
sit down somewhere alone and quietly “minister” to 
the Lord. Also “fasting” which is only Dr. Luke’s 
way of saying they prayerfully thought them- 
selves through the whole trip. And to quietly think 
is mighty hard work. Mr. Edison kindly sent me 
sometime, ago an autographed copy of a sentiment 
from Sir Joshua Reynolds, which is hung all through 
the great Edison factories at Orange, N. J. Here it is: 
“There is no expedient to which a man will not resort 
to avoid the real labor of thinking.” What then shall 
we say when it comes to the very simple matter of 
prayerfully thinking? I wonder how many Christian 
men of affairs tackle business problems that way, 
how many statesmen tackle political affairs that way. 
Would business venture and statecraft score more 
lasting successes if begun with some quiet prayerful 
thinking? At any rate, this early start of Christian- 
ity, made in this way, to Coatesville has been a tre- 
mendous success. It arrived here safe and sound in 
an unbroken package some years ago and, as I write, 
is in full bloom and ripe fruitage at the same time — 
like the orange tree! 


Righteous Indignation.—O full of all guile and all 
villany, thou son of the devil, thou enemy of all right- 
eousness (v. 10). Strong “sayin’-somethin’” language 
this. Sounds like invective, doesn’t it? “This is how 
we know Paul did not write the thirteenth chapter of 
First Corinthians —also Hebrews. Any one, a mere 
tyro, can easily see the style is entirely different. In- 
ternal evidence,” so say the professors of doubt. Don’t 
let them fool you! There is such a thing as right- 
eous indignation; and when the safety valve pops. open, 
the “steam” does not blow off with the gentleness of 
the sweet South breathing upon a bed of violets or 
like the soft notes of an Eolian harp. Indeed, you 
hear the snapping and cracking and ashing of the 
language as in the present instance. ‘he real Chris- 
tian is no “softie.” He can and does stand a lot, and 
turns the other cheek, but he does not stand everything. 
The Master himself did not think it amiss to add to 
strong language the strong arm (Matt. 21:12, 13). 
The Christian man quite often does real harm by 
“standing for everything.” Every “dead beat” that 
comes to Coatesville has the “church folks” as a field 
“to work.” The smooth gentlemen with dirty linen 
and greasy collar and bogus credentials —there are 
a number of him, off and on,—never misses seeing 
every elder, steward, deacon, and trustee in town. 
Why? Because we are safe. We are supposed to 
be too gentle, sweet, and kind to kick them down the 
steps at their transparent bogusness as the “hard- 
boiled” man of the world is likely to do. To be “easy” 
is not more a mark of religious strength than to be 
profane is a mark of manly strength. The Quaker is 
a non-resistant and a non-lawsuiter, but he has never 
been an easy mark. Just try it once! Waldo Messaros 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday Schooi Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1, July 5.—The Beginning of Foreign Missions 
Acts 12: 25 to 13:12 
July 12—The Gospel in Antioch of Pisidia, Acts 13 : 13-52 
July 19—The Gospel in Lystra ............. Acts 14: 1-28 
. July 26—The Council at Jerusalem ........ Acts 15 : 1-35 
August 2.—The Epistle of James ...The Book of James 
6. August 9.—Beginning the Second Missionary Tour 
Acts 15 : 36 to 16:5 
7. August 16.—Temperance Lesson .....Galatians 5 : 13-24 
8. August 23—The Macedonian Call ......... Acts 16: 6-15 
9. August 30.—Paul and the Philippian Jailer.Acts 16 : 16-40 
zo. September 6—Paul Writes to the Philippians 
Philippians 1 to 4 
1x. September 13.—Paul in Thessalonica and Bercea 
Acts 17: 1-12 
12. September 20.—Paul Writes to the Thessalonians 
z Thessalonians 3 to 5 


gayp 


13. September 27.—Review 
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used to say, “In the Revolutionary War the Pennsyl- 
vania Quaker would not take arms, but he turned the 
grindstone for the Scotch Irish Presbyterian to sharpen 
his battle axe.” Righteous indignation should be in 
the tool box of every working Christian, so if occa- 
sion arises he can do a good job (Eph. 4: 26, 27). 


Right Preaching.—The proconsul, . . . believed, be- 
ing astonished at the teaching of the Lord (v. 12). 
Paul’s pep and vigorous language would strike a re- 
sponsive chord in a Roman public man. That was 
Rome’s style. Indeed, was not Paul himself a Roman 
and from a Roman “Old Siwash”? Please carefully 
note the proconsul was not astonished at the teaching 
of Paul, but at “the teaching of the Lord.” That 
is the only thing that gets next to the fellow who 
does not belong. When the preacher used to swing 
in an essay on a literary or some other subject for 
a Sunday sermon we just laughed and were bored 
stiff. Why, bless your heart, upon our book-shelves 
at home we had essays by Macaulay, DeQuincey, 
Lamb, Curtis, and the whole bunch of masters and 
experts in that sort of thing. We were as heathen 
as the Roman in those days, but the “teaching of the 
Lord” always had our close attention. I reckon it 
was because we liked to see the way out, whether we 
were ready to go out yet or not. It has always been 
that way, when down in the bowels of the earth, —I 
have always felt comfortable so long as I could see 
that little white spot away off yonder. That was where 
you got out. What took us heathen to church at all 
2 a7 days? Same old story, my friend,— THE 

The evening service o’er at last, 
We boys around the church-door waited 
To see the girls come trooping past 
Like snow birds waiting to be mated. 
Not braver he who leaps a wall, 
By level musket flashes smitten, 
Than I who stepped before them all 
Who hoped to see me get the mitten. 
But no, she blushed, and took my arm. 
We left the old folks to the High Way 
And started toward the Valley Farm 
Along a sort of lover’s by-way. 


You can write the rest of the “pome” to suit your own 
case. She’s sitting over there across the room under 
her own lamp, darning stockings! Yes, the “teaching 
of the Lord” will do the business, and nothing else 
will, for any Roman—or Romeo. Right here is 
where many a teacher in the pulpit, and out of it, 
“breaks his merlasses jug,’ as Uncle Remus says. 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


as 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
secufing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means_that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


INustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 


specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


The Message of Heavy Loss.—Wherefore do ye 
spend money for that which is not bread? (Isa. 55:2.) 
A secretary of a British missionary society called on 
a Calcutta merchant to ask his help in his work. 
He drew a check for $250 and handed it to the vis- 
itor, At that moment a cablegram was brought ‘n. 
He read it and looked troubled. “This cablegram,” 
he said, “tells me that one of my ships has been 
wrecked and the cargo lost. It makes a very great 
difference in my affairs. I will have to write you an- 
other check.” The secretary handed back the check 
and the merchant wrote him another and handed it 
over. To his amazement it was for $1,000. Said he, 
“Haven’t you made a mistake?” “No,” said the mer- 
chant, “I haven’t made a mistake,” adding with tears in 
his eyes: “That cablegram was a message from my 
Father in Heaven. It read, ‘Lay not up for your- 
selves treasures upon earth.’”—From the Evangelical 
Christian. Sent by L..G. James, Toronto, Can. Prize 
illustration, 


Delivering the Pardon.—Go ye ... and preach the 
gospel to the whole creation (Golden Text). What 
would we think of a man, who, being in debt, and 
able to pay, took advantage of the fact that his 
creditors, poor and ignorant folk, did not know of 
the money due to them and let them perish by non- 
payment? One of the best governors of the Isle of 
Man was impeached for treason in the Civil Wars, 
and sentenced to death. The king granted a pardon; 
but it fell into the hands of a bitter enemy of the 
governor, who never delivered it, and the governor 
was executed. We hold in our. hands the pardon of 
the world; shall we hold it back?—Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. : 


What Did We Enlist For?—The work whereunto 
I have called them (v. 2). It is said that a soldier who 
enlisted in the American Civil War took along his 
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kit of watchmaker’s tools, and while they 
were in camp he did considerable busi- 
ness. But one day when the order came 
to strike tents and prepare for battle, 
he looked around his tent in dismay, and 
exclaimed, “Why, I can’t possibly go, for 
I have twelve watches to repair, which I 
have promised by Saturday night.” The 
man had forgotten what he had enlisted 
for. The soldiers of the King of kings 
sometimes seem to forget what they en- 
listed for.—lrom the Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Master, or Servant?—I have called 
them (v. 2). On one occasion Thomas 
Charles hesitated about going out through 
a storm to a little preaching service sev- 
enteen miles away over the bleak hills. 
He asked an old friend’s advice, and 
the reply was suggestive: “If you are a 
master, stay at home; if you are a serv- 
ant, go.” And Charles said, “Thank God, 
I am a servant.” And he went.—From 
the Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


The Blessing of Opposition.—But 
Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name 
by interpretation) withstood them, seek- 
ing to turn away the deputy from the 
ac (v. 8). At Hamath, part of the 

ripoli station, in a weekly bazaar to 
which Moslems from the whole district 
come, the colporteur was walking among 
the crowds crying out his wares: “Com- 
fort for the sorrowing! Strength for 
the weak! Cheer for the discouraged! 
Buy the Word of God!” A Moslem 
sheik, hearing his cries, began to walk 
in front of him, calling on all the faith- 
ful to beware of the beguiling words of 
this impostor and infidel, Friends advised 
the colporteur to slip away and be more 
quiet, but he said he meant to keep on; 
and he only increased his crying of his 
books. The attention of many who would 
not otherwise have noticed was thus at- 
tracted, and this unintended advertising 
led to the rapid sale of his entire stock 


‘| _ of books.—From the Record of Christian 


Work. Sent by T. DeCourcy Rayner, 
Watford, Ont., Can. 


What Will Take Us There ?—Then the 
deputy, when he saw what was done, be- 
lieved, being astonished at the doctrine of 
the Lord (v. 12). It is said that John D. 
Rockefeller took a little girl in Cleveland 
to ride in his car, and, after she had com- 
fortably seated herself, he asked her, 
“Where would you like to go?” “Oh, I 
don’t care,” the little miss replied, “where 
do you want to go?” “I,” Mr. Rocke- 
feller replied with a twinkle in his eyes, 
“I want to go to Heaven.” “Oh, Mr. 
Rockefeller,” the girl exclaimed, “I guess 
you haven’t got gasoline enough to take 
you there.’"—From newspaper reprint. 
Sent by Vincent W. Taylor, Archbold, 
Ohio. 
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From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


ANZEN, which had been brought 

up with Herod the tetrarch (v. 1). 
Suntrophos is “milk brother’ to Herod. 
Two brothers shall be nursing at one 
breast. One shall be taken and the other 
left. Three verses before this mention 
of Manzn, the fate, of Herod is re- 
counted; he became living food for 
worms. Manzn was chosen by the Spirit 
of God to ordain the greatest human fig- 
ure in history to his apostolate. (Notice 
again the distinction between psyche and 
pneuma., Herod, feast of vermin, 
breathes forth his psyche (exepsychen), 
his breath of life common to all men. 
The Spirit of God, Pneuma, did not 
dwell in his corrupt body. But the in- 
dwelling Pnewma spake to Manen saying, 
“Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work.” The “new man” was formed in 
Manen. 


They had also John [Mark] to their 
minister (v. 5). Minister is Auperetes. 
Dr. J. Ironside Still in his remarkable 
book, “St. Paul on Trial” (George H. 
Doran Co., New York, $2.50, net), calls 
attention to the fact that this word is 
used twice by Luke in his Gospel: In 1: 
2 acknowledgment is made to certain 
“ministers of the word’; and in 4:20 he 
mentions the minister to whom our Lord 
returned the Scripture after reading it. 
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Dr. Still thinks huperetes to be the tech- 
nical word in Luke’s vocabulary for one 
in charge of the written accounts of 
Christ's life and teachings and who read 
them in the church for the apostles. — 

Another of his functions would be to 
prepare written copies of them for the 
churches. Paul would consider Scrip- 
tures indispensable to a young church, 
and would seek to provide all such with 
the Jewish Scriptures and such Christian 
writings as were then available. Luke 
makes large use of Mark’s Gospel in 
his own narrative; and Dr. Still con- 
cludes therefrom that it was because of 
his Gospel, the Gospel of Mark, that 
Mark was chosen to accompany the apos- 
tles of the Gentiles as their “minister” 
of the Word. This seems a reasonable 
supposition, and if true, would bring the 
date of the composition of Mark to at 
least before 44 A. D., the year of Herod’s 
death. But this is only fourteen years 
after the crucifixion. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
ue 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our heavenly 
Father, we thank thee that it is not in any 
huntan strength that the Gospel is to be 
carried to a lost world. We thank thee 
that the Holy Spirit is the sender of those 
who would go out to spread the glad tidings, 
and in thy strength thy messengers go. We 
pray thee that whatever may be the interests 
that hold us here, thou wilt enable us to have 
due sensitiveness to thy calls, and to obey 
them whether we remain in our present place 
of service, or are sent to a far distant land. 
May we be separated in spirit from anything 
that would so entangle us as to prevent our 
swift obedience to thee. May we realize that 
it is thy plan to entrust the spread of the 
Gospel to such as we are, and we pray thee 
that we may not be disobedient when thou 
art so lovingly calling us to do our part. We 
ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—What a difference 
it makes as to who it is that sends 
us on an errand! If you were sent with 
a message from the President of the 
United States or the King of England, 
to any one who was to receive the mes- 
sage, how quickly, how respectfully, how 


eagerly you would be received. And 
with what a sense of responsibility you 
would go on that errand. We have an 
errand committed to us by the King of 
kings! His message is in a book. He 
asks us to take that message to others 
—a kingly, wonderful, and very loving 
message it is. Ought we not to be glad 
and thankful that it is ever entrusted 
to us to carry to any one? Have you 
faced squarely the need of the-millions 
who have never heard the name of 





"THE KING'S Messencer 
GO YE! 














Jesus? Have you asked God to show 
you whether you are one of those who 
ought to go to carry the message to 
them? There may be some in this very 
room just now who one day will be. 
far from here preaching or teaching the | 
Gospel in the midst of heathen darkness. | 
Are you to be one? Let us bow our! 
heads in prayer silently for a moment, | 
and listen to what the Spirit of God may 
be saying to us about our duty in all 
this, then the pastor will lead us in 
prayer. 
PHILADELPHIA, ' 


w 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Here am I.” 

“Speak just a word.” 

“Go, gather them in.” 

“Work, for the night is coming.” 
“The God of harvest praise.” 
“Go ye into’all the world.” 

“The King’s business.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tien, Pittsburgh.) : 

“The Story of Thy Love” (294 : 1-3). 
Psalm 145 : 1-5, 9-19. 
“The Sower” (261: 1, 2). Psalm 126: 5, 6. 
“Tell All the World” (192 : 1-3). Psalm 96 : 1-7. 
“Lord, Bless and Pity Us” (142 : 1-3). 
Psalm 67 : 1-7. 
“His Eternal Glory” (154 : 1-3). 
Psalm 72 : 6-17. 








HAVE A BIG HEART. 





[THE CHRISTIAN OUGHT To 





Unless your heart 
15 25,000 miles in 
cirvunsference, itis 
too small. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. “Give of your best to the Master.” 
2. “The whole wide world for Jesus.” 


T= Holy Spirit separated the very 
best and choicest of that group of 
prophets and teachers in Antioch for 
oreign mission service: Now, while 
they are just coming into their best, is 
God’s own time for you, teacher of 
young girls, to help them “give of their 
best to the Master” for whatever service 
he shall Call them to. Perhaps you can 
help them realize this through a little 
story that runs something like this: A 
young girl getting ready to graduate from 
college was eager to have her party for 
the. seniors the prettiest one. of the 
season, so she asked her favorite aunt, 
who was a fine gardener, the gift of 
some of her handsome roses for her 
luncheon table. They were gladly prom- 
ised, but, when brought, proved to be 
so nearly faded‘that the girl was bitterly 
disappointed, and, had started to replace 
them with florist’s flowers, when her aunt 
appeared with more and perfectly fresh 
roses, cut that morning just as the buds 
opened, the two swiftly replaced 
the faded ones with fresh ones she asked 
for a talk, when the luncheon should be 
over, and promised to explain her queer 
action to her puzzled neice. Late that 
afternoon in her quiet little garden, she 
reminded the girl of her promise, made 
eight years ago, when she was twelve 
years old, to give her whole life to the 
service of Christ, as she then gave him 
her heart when she joined his Church; 
“Only first,” she had said, “for a little 
while I want to have my own good 
times.”. Watching with loving eyes, the 
aunt had seen the girl grow farther and 
farther from her first purpose, as the 
self-chosen “good times” swept her ont 
ever deeper into the ways of the world. 
Did she really want to offer her Lord 
a worn : faded life,-when all its 
fresh young vigor and beauty had been 
spent — like those first roses of the morn- 
ing? Or did she want to give of her 
best to her Master, the loveliest years of 
all, the girlhood years, while every fac- 
ulty was at its highest? 

2. This lesson introduces another phase 
of service, which will be kept before our 
classes for the next six months —the 
world-wide field of missions. Your girls 
are too young to enter that great 
“foreign” field yet, but unless. you im- 
plant now the desire to go it will prob- 
ably never find lodgment in their minds 
and hearts. Nearly all the great mis- 
sionaries of the cross held the aim and 
purpose of world-wide service in their 
hearts from childhood’s days, waiting for 
time and training to open the door to go. 
Our Intermediate topic with this lesson 
is “The Beginning of Foreign Missions.” 
Historically, that beginning was made by 
Paul and Barnabas; with your girls, it 
must begin with the determination to 
give all of life, and the desire to give 
it where # is most needed. ; 


Home Study 
Follow Paul’s first missionary journey, 
exactly as recorded by Luke, on a good 
map of the Roman world of his day. 
Keep this map ready for use for the next 
six months adding each week the jour- 
ney-line of the new lesson. 
Decatur, Ga. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


ET us see how many in the class 

can repeat the Golden Text, telling 
who spoke these words, and where and 
when they were spoken. Yes, this was 
the last command of the Lord Jesus, 
given on the Mount, just before he left 
the world to go back to his Father’s 
throne. 

It had been about fourteen years since 
this command had been given. The’ dis- 
ciples had begun at Jerusalem, they had 
told the Good News in Judea, in Samaria, 
and in many of the cities and towns of 
the neighboring countries. We know 


| 
| 

















Lesson for July 5 


‘ Acts 12:45 to 13:12 
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of one island where the Gospel had been! of understanding, sent for Barnabas and 


reached, that was Cyprus, the home of 
arnabas. 


Saul that he might hear the Word of God. 


In all these places many} But Elymas, a sorcerer, that is a man 


people had believed, and the Church had | who possessed some wicked power, tried 


grown into a multitude. 


One day when some of the Christians | saved. 


| to hinder Sergius Paulus from being 
But Saul, who was after this 


at Antioch were having a prayer-meeting, called Paul, rebuked him so severely, 


the Holy Spirit showed them it was 
time now to go to the “uttermost part 
of the earth’ with the Good News. ‘He 
pointed out to them that Barnabas and 
Saul were the ones chosen to go out 


in this work. Now we must not think | 


that all the people who had heard the 
Good News had believed. The Lord 


Jesus had not told the disciples that | 
they must stay in one place until all | of the love of Jesus. 


the people were saved. The 
needed these earnest young men. But 
when the Holy Spirit said, “I need them 
to go where people have never heard of 
the love of Jesus,” they prayed again, 
and giving them a blessing, told them 
to go! , : 
If we have a good map, we may point 
out all that was known of the 
world at that time. Then we may show 
them that travel was not easy or safe. 
But Saul and Barnabas did not think of 
the dangers and hardships. They heard 
the command of their Captain and they 
obeyed. They went to the nearest sea- 


- port, and sailed first to Cyprus, landing 


at Salamis on the eastern coast, they 
went across the island telling the Good 
News as they went. We do not know 
how many who heard the Word believed, 
but, when they reached Paphos, on the 
western coast, Sergius Paulus, a man 


holding an important office under the | 
Roman government, who was also a man 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





Beginning of foreign Mission 
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that he became blind for a time. But 
the deputy was convinced of the power 
of the Lord, and believed. 

Paul and Barnabas were the first 
foreign missionaries, but now we may 
talk a little while about some foreign 
missionaries of a later time who have 
left the pleasures and comforts of home 
to tell the people who have never heard 
Let us show the 





Church | different countries of the world to whom 
at Antioch, no doubt, felt that they still 


the Church at home sends missionaries. 
Now we shall repeat together again the 
“last command” of our Captain, which 
has not been fully obeyed, and if we have 
time, read to the class that grand old mis- 
sionary hvmn, “From Greenland’s Icy 
Mountains.” 
Curnton, S. C. 


oe 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: ‘Now, very danger!” 

Discussion: Teacher may discuss very 
frankly with the fellows the reasons 
usually given for or against a call for 
whole time ‘service, and the necessity for 
prayer in determining their validity. 

Objective: ‘‘Here am I, send me.” 





AY, fellows, out of a storm in the 
North Atlantic the press dispatches 
| this morning bring a cry of distress 
| whose senders were swallowed up by the 
hungry sea before relief could be given. 
There is something very pathetic about 
that wireless message sent out by the 
Raifuku Maru: “Ship 39 degrees low. 
Now, very danger. Please quick assist!” 
Mere words, yes, and awkwardly 
matched, but accompanied by the blinding 
night of storm and a raging sea, they 
told all too clearly their tragic tale to 
the captains of the Homeric, the Tus- 
cania, the Scynthia, the Greek liner and 
two Canadian tugs who rushed to the 
rescue. But all too late! Thirty-eight 
souls, the entire crew of the Japanese 
freighter, went down and were lost. 

“Separate me Barnabas and Saul,” 
said the Holy Spirit, “for the work 
whereunto I have called them,’ and 
that work was first to put out across 
the sea to the rescue of a Roman of- 
ficer who was being strangled in the 
net of a sorcerer. It was a spirit-call 
from a Spirit-God who had answered the 
spirit-cry of a soul in distress. Barnabas 
and Saul heard the call and laid aside 
every other plan to answer God’s sum- 
mons. They were successful. They 
threw out the life-line to Sergius Paulus 
and he “believed, being astonished at 
the teaching of the Lord.” And on they 
went, finding other perishing souls. 

The call from the perishing crew of 
the Raifuku Maru came not by wire nor 
by boat nor by a human messenger, but 
it came by the spirit air: ‘Please quick 
assist1” 

Fellows, the call you will answer when 
you go on the holy venture of relief 
for Christ’s sake will not come to you 
through the usual channels which prompt 
your desires and which furnish you the 
means of a selfish gratification. The call 
will not come merely by sense of taste 
or smell, or touch, or sight, or hearing. 
It will be a call of the Spirit and 
it will penetrate to that spirit inside you 
which decides and launches life’s great- 
est exploits. In that- holy of holies you 
will hear the Spirit’s. voice, clearly, dis- 
tinctly, saying, “Separate me 
your name] for the work. whereunto I 
have called ‘you.’ And, coincidently, 
you will hear that other Spirit-call of 
distress out of the storm that is engulf- 
ing your helpless strangers: “Now, very 
danger! Please quick assist!” 

Will you go to the rescue, fellows? 
Some of you must hear that cry of dis- 
tress and some of you must go. Will it 
be you, or you, or you? Listen, fellows, 
the call is in the air. They are dying. 








Let’s pray a moment, fellows: 





Oh, Saviour, Jesus Christ, are you 
saying that to me: “Separate me’? 
Give me the courage and the faith to 
answer the calli 


GreEENsBORO, N. C, 
+ 4 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of June 28) 


1. Note the constant 
Spirit in all that occurs. 


2. It is the third historical book of the New 
Testament. and shows how Jesus continued, 
through the Holy Spirit in believers to do 
and teach what he began in his lifetime, 

3. Peter. 


4. Yes, in Peter’s second sermon, in his 
reference to Christ’s coming again to bring 
about the “restitution of all things” (Acts 
3:21). 

5. Jesus sent his disciples into the world 
to bear witness to him (Acts 1 : 8), 


6. Jerusalem, all Judea, Samaria, uttermost 
part of the earth were the places specified in 
Jesus’ last commission to his apostles. All 
the apostles worked in Jerusalem and Judea; 
Peter and John followed Philip the deacon to 
Samaria; Paul carried the Gospel to the ut- 
termost part of his (known) earth — probably 
to Spain (Rom. 15 : 28). 

7. May it not have been because he had 
himself. so thoroughly evangelized this (his 
“own country’) during his earthly ministry 
— where he was not interfered with by ec- 
clesiastical authority? 

8 For witness bearing. 


9. The first group of Christians numbered 
120 (Acts 1:15) in their first gathering after 
the ascension, and Luke says the men num- 
bered 5,000 at the time of the healing of the 
lame beggar at the Beautiful Gate (Acts 
4:4). What may it not have grown to be by 
the time Peter was released from Herod’s 
prison? 

10. Peter opened the door of the Kingdom 
to the Jews on the Day of Pentecost, and to 
the Gentiles in the house of Cornelius. 


references to the 





‘409 


11, Stephen and James. 


12, The fact that John Mark’s mother ap- 
parently still owned her house (Acts 12: 12), 


13. The disciples were first called “Chris- 
tians” in Antioch, 


14 It was about fourteen years from the 
time the disciples were sent until the perse- 
cution by Herod, 


15. Jerusalem, Samaria (city), Joppa, Lydda, 
Azotas, Cesarea, Damascus, Tarsus, Antioch; 
Judea, Samaria (province), Cyprus (island), 
Ethiopia (by the treasurer), Cilicia, Syria, 
all those places listed in Acts 2: 9-11. 


16. Paul started on his first missionary 
journey about A. D. 43—in round numbers, 
some ten years after the crucifixion of our 
Lord. The growth of the first Christian 
Church in that first decade was amazing 
compared with its growth and spread in any 
decade of our times, especially considering 
the time required for travel in those days 
compared with the speed of ours, Damascus 
was as far, in time, from Jerusalem as Bos- 
ton is from New Orleans now. 

17. Jerusalem, Cesarea, and Antioch, 


18. The preaching of the Gospel with power, 
first in Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria, and 
then in Grecian and Roman lands in the 
“uttermost parts.” 


19. Lesson 1, waiting on the Lord; Lesson 
2, attending prayer-meeting; Lesson 3 (ex- 
ception), Ananias failed to pray; Lesson 4, 
reflected in Stephen’s face and fortitude; 
Lesson 5, it was Daniel’s unfailing custom 
to pray three times a day (Dan. 6: 10); Les- 
son 6, Philip was “tuned in,” or he would 
never have heard the Spirit’s directions; 
Lesson 7, no greater prayer could be made 
than this: “Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do?” Lesson 8, the church walked “in 
the comfort of the Holy Spirit”; Lesson 9, 
Peter knelt beside a corpse and “prayed 
back” her life; Lesson 10, it was while Peter 
was praying that God showed him the plan 
for the new dispensation of grace, and his 
usefulness was tremendously enlarged; Les- 
son 11, the “hand of the Lord” comes only 
through prayer; Lesson 12, concerted prayer 
by the disciples worked the “impossible” for 
Peter in prison. 








Lesson 14. July 5. 








The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
God the Holy Spirit: His Personality. John 16: 7-15 


Golden Text.- And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, in whom ye were 
sealed unto the day of redemption,—Eph., 4: 30 














Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons’’ on the Great Doctrines of the Bible, 
oo from April 5 to December 27, 1925, 

aiving lesson titles and Scripture ref- 
erences only, may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at 20 cents a dozen copies, 

$l1a hundred, or 2 cents each. 


Great Doctrines of the Bible 
15. July 12—God the. Holy Spirit: His 
Advent ......... raeteaseaes besants Acts 2: 1-21 
Golden Text: Galatians 4 :6 
16. July 19—God the Holy Spirit: The 
Anointing ......... Seqepecce +I John 2: 
Golden Text: Galatians 3: a 
17. July 26—God the Holy Spirit: His 
BERGIGRH Ye snc deccogeccscsecccs Romans 8: 1-27 
Golden Text: John 16 : 13-15 
18. Aug. 2—Man: His Creation 
Genésis 1 : 26-31; 2: 7, 18-25 
Golden Text: 1 Corinthians 11 :7 


18-28 


« 
How to Master This Lesson 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


Presxient of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 


ge Godhead subsists in three Per- 
sons — the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. Having in previous lessons 
considered the Bible teaching concern- 
ing both the Father and the Son, it yet 
remains for us to consider the Bible 
teaching concerning the Holy Spirit. This 
and the three following lessons are as- 
signed to this subject. In teaching the 
fundamental truths relative to the Holy 
Spirit, special emphasis is always re- 
quired on the fact of his Personality. 
This is due, no doubt, to the effect pro- 
duced by the divine arrangement by 
which the Spirit does not now speak 
from himself or of himself; he rather 








speaks whatsoever he hears (John 16: 
13. Comp. Acts 13:2 with Eph. 4:7), 
and he is said to have come into the 
world to glorify Christ (John 16 : 14), 
In contrast to this, the Scriptures rep- 
resent both the Father and the Son as 
speaking from themselves and of them- 
selves, not only with final authority and 
by the use of the personal J, but they are 
presented as being in intimate commun- 
ion, CO-operation, and conversation — the 
one with the other. All this tends to 
make less real the Personality of the One 
who does not speak either from or of 
himself. This reserve on the part of 
the Spirit may account in some measure 
for the fact that some creeds have 
slighted the Person and work of the 
Spirit; treating him as though he were 
a mere influence or emanation from God. 
The corrective for this error and the 
preventive against it is the due con- 
sideration of all that the Bible teaches 
and implies relative to the Person and 
work of the Spirit. 


I. Tue Sprrit’s Personatity 1s In- 
DICATED IN THE SCRIPTURES 


1. Since the Spirit is said to do that 
which is possible only for a person 
to do: 

(1) He reproves the world, “And 
when he is come, he will reprove the 
world of sin, and of righteousness, and 
of judgment” (John 16:8). 

(2) He teaches, “He shall teach you 
all things” (John 14:26; Neh. 9:20; 
Note, also, John 16:13-15; 1 John 2; 
27). 
(3) The Spirit speaks, “And because 
ye are sons, God hath sent forth the 
Spirit of his Son into your hearts cry- 
ing, Abba, Father” (Gal. 4:6). 

(4) The Spirit maketh intercession, 
“But the Spirit itself maketh interces- 
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sion for us with groanings which cannot 
be uttered” (Rom. 8 : 26). 

(5) The Spirit leads, “led of the 
Sp.rit” (Gal. 5:18. Comp. Acts 8: 29; 
10:10; 13:2; 16:6,.97; 20°23; Kom. 
8 :14). 

(6) The Spirit appoints the service 
of men, “The Holy Ghost said, Separate 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them” (Acts 
13:2. Comp. Acts 20 : 28). 

(7) The Spirit is himself subject to 
appointment (John 15 : 26). 

(8) The Spirit ministers; He regene 
ates (John 3:6), he seals (Eph. 4: 30), 
he baptizes (1 Cor. 12:13), he fills 
(Eph. 5 : 18). 

2. He is affected as a person by other 
beings: 

(1) The Father sends him into the 
world (John 14:16, 26), and the Son 
sends him into the world (John 16:7). 

(2) Men may vex the Spirit (Isa. 63 : 
10), they may grieve him (Eph. 4: 30), 
they may quench (resist) him (1 Thess. 
5:19), they may blaspheme against him 
(Matt. 12:31), they may lie to him 
(Acts 5:3), they may do despite unto 
him (Heb, 10:29), they may speak 
against him (Matt. 12: 32). 

3. All Bible terms related to the Spirit 
imply his Personality : 

(1) He is called “Another Comforter” 
(Advocate), which indicates that he is 
as much a person as Christ (John 14 : 16, 
17, 263 16:7; 1% John 2: 1, 2). 

(2) He is cailed a Spirit and in the 
same personal sense as God is called a 
Spirit (John 4 : 24). 

(3) The pronouns used of the Spirit 
imply his Personality. In the Greek 
language, the word spirit is a neuter 
noun which would naturally call for 
a neuter pronoun and in a few instances 
the neuter pronoun is used (Rom. 8: 16, 
26); but more often the masculine form 
of the pronoun is used, thus empha- 
sizing the Personality of the Spirit (John 
14:16, 173 16: 7-15). 


Il. THe Spirit IS ONE OF THE PERSONS 
OF THE GODHEAD AND AS SUCH IS CO- 
EQUAL WITH THE FATHER 
AND THE SON 


1. He is called God. This fact will be 
seen by comparing Isaiah 6:8, 9 with 
Acts 28 : 25, 26; Jeremiah 31 : 31-34 with 
Hebrews 10:15-17 (Note, also, 2 Cor. 
4:18, R. V., and Acts 5 :3, 4— “Why 
hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to 
the Holy Ghost? thou hast not 
lied unto men, but unto God”). 

2. He has the attributes of God (Gen. 
1:2; Job 26:13; 1 Cor. 2:9-11; Heb. 
9:14). 

3. The Holy Spirit performs the works 
of God (Job 33:4; Psa. 104 : 30; Luke 
12:11, 12; Acts 1:5; 20:28; 1 Cor. 
6:11; 12:8-11; 2 Pet. 1:21). 


Iil. APPEAL 


Through meditation on the Word of 
God and through the experience gained 
by trusting the Spirit for his power, his 
guidance, and his instruction, the believer 
may come to realize the Personality and 
sufficiency of the Holy Spirit, the impor- 
tance and value of which is beyond all 
estimation, 


Datias, TEX. 





Books on the Great Doctrines 


4 Be following books will be found 
particularly helpful in connection 
with the course in the Great Doctrines 
of the Bible which began April 1 and 
will continue to the end of 1028. These 
may be ordered from The Sunday School 
Times Company, Philadelphia, at the 
prices given. 

The Great Doctrines of the Bible. By Wil- 
liam Evans. This volume is intended as a 
groundwork or text-book in the study of the- 
ology and is a very careful and painstaking 
setting forth of the great doctrines of the 
Word of God. $1.50. 

What Every Christian Should Believe. By 
William Evans. A book of fundamental doc- 
trines, covering the Bible, God, Jesus Christ, 
the Holy Spirit, and Satan; very readable. 
go cents. 

What the Bible Teaches. By R. A. Torrey. 
A thorough and comprehensive study of all 
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the Bible has to say concerning the great 
doctrines. The result of years of study tested 
in many classrooms. $3. 

What Is the Gospel? By Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday School 
Times. Straightforward talks on Evangel- 
ism for “the man in the street’? —and 
every one else. Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 
cents. 


Outline Bible Studies. By Henry W. Frost. 
A practical book of topical Bible studies, 
helpful for personal study or in preparation 
for sermons or addresses, $2, 

The books written by Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, will also prove especially valu- 
able in connection with the whole course. 
They are listed below, and may be ob- 
tained from The Sunday School Times 
Company, Philadelphia, at the prices 
mentioned or at a special price of $6 for 
the seven books. 

Salvation. $1. 

Satan. $1. 

He That Is Spiritual. $1. 

The Kingdom in History and Prophecy. $1. 

True Evangelism, or Soul-Winning by 
Prayer. $1. 

Grace. $1.50. 

Seven Biblical Signs of the Times. 20 cents. 


ve 
For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


oe Jesus went away he tried to 
prepare his disciples for the time 
when he should return to his Father. 
Whenever he spoke of leaving them 
they wept and said; Oh, Master, how 
can we live without you? 

Jesus said, “If go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you,” 

The disciples did not think any one 
could take the place of Jesus and there 
was nothing but sadness for them. 

Jesus began to explain to them that 
having the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, 
with them would be better than having 
him. As long as he was with them he 
had only ore body and could be in only 
one place. But he said the Holy Spirit 
would be everywhere, They could not 
see him with their eyes, as they saw 
Jesus, yet he would live in their lives. 

Jesus said, “When he is come, he will 
reprove [or correct] the world of sin, 
and of righteousness, and of judgment.” 
Memorize these three things, and re- 
member the Holy Spirit is doing these 
things to-day. He shows us: First, sin 
is unbelief. Second, Jesus is our sin- 
less Saviour. Third, he helps us to fight 
Satan every day; and finally Satan will 
be overcome, 

Then he told of another special work 
of the Holy Spirit: “He will guide 
you into all truth.” A guide is some one 
to show the way. 

One time a guide was leading a group 


of boys over a rocky cliff in the moun- |’ 


tains. One of the boys, who was col- 
lecting pretty stones, saw a shiny one 
and stopped to pull it loose. Before he 
realized it the group had passed out of 
sight. He did not know which path 
to take, but chose one and _ started. 
With no guide, he slipped into a pit. 
Soon his guide came back, helped him 
out, and led him on to the group. 

As we go to school, to town, and to 
play at the homes of our friends, Satan 
has pits for us to fall into. Some of 
these pits are lying, stealing, cheating, 
selfishness, impudence, and disobedience. 
To keep out of these pits, we must have a 
guide. Jesus knew all about the danger 
for boys and girls. He sends the Holy 
Spirit to guide those who accept him. 

He walks with us, he talks with us — 
and, with a still small voice, he will 
“guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

Satan leads us to sin. If we take him 
as a guide he will lead us away from 
the Bible, from church and from minding 
our parents. 

But the Holy Spirit leads us into all 
truth, He makes us want to read our 
Bibles, attend Bible School and do serv- 
ice for Jesus every day. (Read Psalm 
32:8; Isaiah 58:11; Psalm 40:2.) 


Memory Verses 


Cradle Roll: John 16:13a, “He will 
guide you into all truth.” 


Beginners: John 16 : 13a. 
Primary: John 16:8. 
Fort Wortn, Tex. 








JUNE 20, 1925 


The Bible Cross Word Puzzle 





§ Bee editors will be glad to consider cross word puzzles submitted by readers, if 

sent exclusively to The Sunday School Times, and if made to consist chiefly of 
words found in the Bible (it is doubtless impracticable to limit the words exclusively 
to the Bible). Puzzles rectangular in shape are preferred, and not too long or 
elaborate. Editorial payment will be made for all that are accepted. 

Manuscripts should be addressed to “Cross Word Puzzle Editor, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia.” If their return is desired in case 
they are not accepted, a stamped and addressed return envelope should be enclosed. 
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The white spaces are to be filled with 





letters forming words that answer to the 


definitions given below. The first letter of each word is indicated by a number in 
the white squares. The number of white squares extending either to the right or 


down from any numbered sqfiare tells you 


the number of letters in the word. Most 


of the words, but not necessarily all, are in the Bible.’ It might be well to fill in, in 
both directions, such words as you are sure of. These will give you hints as to 


other words that you do not know or are 


ACROSS 
1.—Andrew’s brother 
5.—Bitter water which was made sweet 
1o.—Made in God’s image 
12—Most patient man (Greek) 
14—4 giant king of Bashan 
16.—What Jesus spoke to the multitudes 
19.--A continent (abbreviation) 
20.—Old Testament historical book (abbrevi- 
ation) 
22.—A man whom God buried 
23.—With (German) 
24.—A tower where Jacob pitched camp (Gen. 


35) 

26.—A female deer 

27.—A me in Edom (Isa. 16:1) 

—A iarge cask 

30.—“‘Jesus, the Saviour of men” (Greek) (ab- 
breviation) 

g1.—Strong man of mythology 

32.—Word in Matthew 23 : 23 

34-—Old Testament language (abbreviation) 

36.—Prefix meaning “upon” 

38.—A Benjamite 

40.—A_ feline 

42.—Woman who posed as her husband’s sis- 
ter (variant) 

44.—To gut or hack 

45:—Place where a judge was buried 
(Judges 10: §) 

47.—Personal pronoun 

48.—Birthplace of Abram ? 

49.—Angel who foretold Christ’s birth 

st.—One for whom Christ died 

52.—Man whose wife looked back 

53-—A receptacle for grain 

55.—Associated with Gog in Revelation 

56.—What should be cast from our own eyes 


DOWN 

2.—Degree of an engineer of mines 
3-—To strike lightly 

am village of Judah (Joshua 1s) 

.—Afflicted with pain 

7.—Fish eggs 

8.—Prefix meaning “father” (Hebrew) 
9.—Minor prophet 
11.—A worker in stone (2 Sam. 5: 11) 
13.—Seducer of Eve 
15.—A son of Jacob by Zilpah 
17.—What God turned to a serpent for Moses 








uncertain about. 


18.—An insec 
a ‘separate us from the love of 
Cy 


21.—A disciple who had been a tax gatherer 

23.—Jewish name for “Redeemer” 

2s3.—Herod’s office 

27.—Vessels 

29.—To seize unexpectedly 

30.—Suffix meaning “belonging to” 

33-—Minor prophetical “book 

35-—Brother of Eschol who was an ally of 
bram ¥ 

37-—An apostle slain by Herod 

39-—Personal pronoun 

40.—A Hebrew dry measure (2 Kings 6: 25) 

41.—A king of Hamath (2 Sam. 8) 

43.—Edge 

45-—A tamous Roman statesman 

46.—Mount from which Moses viewed Canaan 

49.—Nation whose doom is foretold in Rev- 

elation 

so.—Part of verb “to Jight” 

52.—First two letters of Peaks father’s name 

54-—Point on compass 


Answer to Last Week’s Puzzle 


Bp N 


u 


A new. Bible Cross Word Puzzle and the solution of this week’s puzzle will be 
published in next week’s issue of The Sunday School Times, 


























Lesson for July 5 
Acts 12:25 to 13:12 





‘The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





July 12. The Beatitudes of the New Testa- 
ment. Matt. 5 :1-12; John 20:29; Rom. 


4:7. 

July 19. Great Women of the Bible. Luke 
10 : 98-42; Esth. 4: 1-17. 

July 2. The Progress and Achievements of 
the Negro in America. Psa. 40: 1-5; Prov. 


2a: 29. 

August 2, God’s Friendliness as Expressed 
in Nature. Matt. 6: 26-30; Psa. 145 : 16. 
(An outdoor consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, July 5 


What Makes a Nation Great? (Deut. 
28 : 1-14.) (Patriotic Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 





Mon.—Righteousness (Prov. 14 : 27-35). 

Tues.—Justice (Deut. 16 : 18-22). 

Wed.—Industry (Prov. 13: 1-11). 

Thurs.—Unselfish leaders (1 Sam. 
1-5). 

Fri.—Religion (Deut. 11 : 1-9). 

Sat.—Consecrated citizens (Psa, 125 : 1-5). 


12; 











Is the Bible in the Constitution of the 
United States? Give reasons. 

Which is best for national greatness — 
commerce or character? Give reasons? 

What does America most need to-day? 


T HAS often been declared by those 

who do not believe the Bible and who 
deny the Lord Jesus Christ that neither 
the Bible nor Christianity has any place 
in our national government. To those 
who are willing to see, however, it is 
plain that the Bible and the principles laid 
down in it were interwoven in our early 
national life, and in the great documents 
that have come down to us, sych as the 
Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution. F 

Dr. James S. Martin of the National 
Reform Association, Pittsburgh, has set 
forth some of the ways in which the 
Bible is linked up with our national af- 
fairs: 

“The use of the oath, with its solemn 
appeal to God, in our courts of justice 
and in the induction of men into civil 
office. age 

“The employment of chaplains in our 
navy and army, in our reformatory, penal, 
charitable, and benevolent institutions, and 
in our state and national legislative halls. 

“The Christian laws upon our statute 
books against blasphemy, profanity, theft, 
murder, perjury, the desecration of the 
Lord’s Day, licentiousngss, etc., each and 
all of which practically every court in 
the land that has passed upon them de- 
clares to be founded on the Ten Com- 
mandments or, strictly speaking, the third 
to the ninth inclusive. , 

“The religious inscriptions on our coins, 
such as ‘In God we trust,’ and. likewise 
on our public buildings, paid for as they 
are out of the public treasury. 

“The reading of the Bible in the ma- 
jority of the schools of our country. 
-“The acknowledgment of God in al- 
» most all of our state constitutions. 

“The decision of numerous civil courts 

that Christianity is a part of the com- 
mon law of the land, and the decision 
” of the law of the land, and the decision 
of the United States Supreme Court that 
this isa Christian nation. 
_ “Our annual Thanksgiving proclama- 
tion and observances, and also our fast 
day observances in times of peril from 
war and pestilence, and our days of hu- 
miliation and prayer in such crises in 
the: nation’s history.” 


In answering the question “Which is 
best for our national greatness —com- 
merce or character,” we need but to 
glance at the histories of the great na- 
tions that have risen to the rank of 
world powers only to crumble into dust. 
It has often been stated and proved from 
history that- the greatest enemy of a na- 
tion is within its own borders, and not 
any foreign power. As we seek for the 
reason for the failure of the great em- 
pires of. the past, we find in every in- 
stance that it was the breaking down of 
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the moral and religious character of their 
peoplé that preceded the political disin- 
tegration and the ultimate invasion from 
outside sources. 

Never has the proverb “Righteousness 
exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach 
to any people,” failed to be true in either 
Biblical or profane history. 


ye 

If America is to continue as a great 
nation of the world, the secret lies not 
in political or governmental reform, but 
in the personal regeneration of her peo- 
ple. Her laws may be ever so wisely pre- 
pared, she may have back of her the most 
glorious history possible, unless her peo- 
ple have written in their hearts, through 
the renewing power of the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the principles on 
which her wise laws are founded, she 
will utterly fail in her mission to the 
world, and cannot long continue. 

Wise laws cannot make good people, 
but good people can make wise laws. 

As one of the leading, so-called Chris- 
tian, nations of the day, the world is look- 
ing to America as never before. She is 
being imitated everywhere, in thought, in 
national life, in social life, in commerce, 
and in international dealings. What is 
she showing to the world to-day? It is 
not a national matter so mitch as an in- 
dividual one. * 


What is my _ individual 
America’s greatness? 


What am I doing to meet the great need of 
America to-day? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Children at Home 





Busy as a Butterfly 
By Mrs. Mae Norton Morris 


“TEAR me,” buzzed Hester Honey- 

bee, “I wish I had no more to do 
than you, Mrs. Black Swallow-tail Butter- 
fly,—only to flit from flower to flower 
in the summer sunshine.” 

Mrs. Black Swallow-tail Butterfly 
opened her beautiful velvety wings as she 
rested on a snowy blossom of Queen 
Ann’s lace, 

“So you think I have nothing to do 
but sip honey,” answered Mrs. Butterfly. 
“Well, I suppose no one has ever said ‘as 


‘ busy as a butterfly,’ it’s always as ‘busy 


as a bee,’ but I am quite as busy as you, 
Hester Honey-bee,— quite as busy.” 

Hester buzzed excitedly,—she might 
have been laughing. 

“Every one knows I am a worker,” 
said she. “I must gather honey for my 
queen, while you, Mrs. Butterfly, have 
only to sip it for yourself.” 

“While you feed your queen,” said 
Mrs. Butterfly, “I must seek food for my 
children. Did you ever think of that?” 

“Well, no,” said Hester Honey-bee. 
“What are your children like? And what 
do they eat?” 

“Ah! Now you have asked a real ques- 
tion,” said Mrs. Butterfly, spreading her 
black wings with their pretty yellow and 
blue trimmings. “Now you have asked a 
sensible question, and I will answer you. 
My children are the bright, green cater- 
pillars spotted with gold and banded with 
black stripes which you see on that fennel 
plant. Are they not beautiftl?” 

“Ugh,” buzzed Hester Honey-bee,” “I 
can’t say they are beautiful; neither do 
they look much like you.” 

“Ah, give them time,” sighed Mrs. But- 
terfly; “they must first spin cocoons for 
themselves, and sleep through a long, cold 
winter,— but that is another story, and I 
haven’t told you yet why I am so very 
busy, when you think me only an idler. 
You see, it is this way: My children are 
very particular about their food, eating 
only the leaves of the parsley family, so 
I must search the fields and meadows and 
lay my tiny eggs upon the kinds of plants 
which my children can eat.” 

“So that’s it,” exclaimed Hester Honey- 
bee. “Well, that does keep you busy, I'll 
admit; but tell me, what plants belong to 
this parsley family?” 


Mrs. Rutterfly felt very important. 


Read it. 
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PRIDE, PASSION and PLEASURE. 
takes you to the depths of the human 
heart. It isa deluge of sweeping inci- 
dentsfrom Life’s great Fashion show. 


Then President Coolidge’s contribu- 
“Our . NATION’s DEBT TO 


THE OLD TESTAMENT” gives a new 
slant to the Bible as our Nation’s 
foundation. A striking, convincing, 
editorial. 


These and a host of other articles go to make 
the July issue of the 


MOODY INSTITUTE 
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hearts and minds are fertile for the truth from 
the pre-eminent characters of Christendom. 
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1 peg for the Moody Bible Institute Monthly for one 
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A copy will be sent on request. 


Have you The Sunday School Times handy reference catalogue of books for Christian work- 
ers? It contains books on Bible study, the Fundamentals, prophecy, Church work, missions, the 
Sunday-school, charts, stories, devotional themes — every one of them published to meet real needs. 





“It is a very large family,” said she, “and 
even boys and girls do not know it as I do, 
but if they would follow me about the 
sunny neadow for awhile, they might 
learn a thing or two. Here are some of 
the names of the parsley family: fennel, 
carrot, celery, poison-hemlock, dill, cara- 
way, anise, wild carrot, and water-penny- 
wort. How’s that for a big family?” 

Hester Honey-bee buzzed noisily. “My 
word,” said she, “I never thought a butter- 
fly knew anything before.” 

Mrs, Black Swallow-tail Butterfly flut- 
tered away over the sunny meadow; she 
was quite proud of her knowledge. “Busy 
as a butterfly — busy as a butterfly!” she 
whispered to the south wind and the south 
wind whispered it agam to Hester 
Honey-bee. 

Nature-note: Butterflies could teach us 
many lessons in botany —:the black swal- 
low-tail lays her eggs only on the plants 
of the parsley family. 
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PIPE ORGAN FOR SALE—3i2¢ 29%? 270 feet. For 


/ further information 
write Rev. Mitton J. Scripture, 110 Spring Street, 
Saratoga Springs, 





In ordering goods, or tn making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 
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Subscription Rates 


_ The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico,. Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
comes less than five, $2 each, per year, 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

_In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club, 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 


The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year, 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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Guaranteed Certificates 
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They are issued in 
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2 to 10 years, and may 
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WHILE YOUR CAPITAL HELPS 
TO EVANGELIZE THE WORLD 
The Annuity Bonds of the National Bible Insti- 
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For rates and detailed information address 
The National Bible Institute 
330-348 West S5th Street, New York City © 








BIBLE ANNUITY BONDS 


Big dividends while live. A blessing 
cn teereieese tae 


Write or call, Dep’t 16 


NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
S East 48th Street New York 














American Confereace Undenominational Charches 
Will Meet. 2-164 
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out obligation. Write for booklet 16 A. 
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Rev. R.A. Torrey, D.D., Director 
Prophetic Conference, J uly 13-19. 
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(Lesson for July 5) JUNE 20 1925 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Fourth of July Prayer-Meetings 


SOUTH Dakota correspondent 

writes: “Your request last year that 
prayer-meetings be held on the Fourth 
was noticed a few days before the an- 
niversary and a hurried call was sent out 
for people to assemble. About twenty 
responded. The meeting was held from 
3 to 5 P.M. Our pastor led the first 
hour, and a layman the second. Each 
gave a short helpful talk. The two 
hours were not long enough to satisfy 
some of us.” Prayer was offered for 
the local churches, and for the Church 
at large; for. our own nation, and for all 
nations; for revival and evangelization; 
for the conversion of friends and loved 
ones; for these objects and doubtless 
for many others. If you could know 
the aching hearts everywhere, Ah, how 
you would pray! For example, an In- 
diana pastor wrote not long ago saying 
that during a recent month he had eaten 
three meals on only one day of the 
month, and only one meal on most 
days, because his heart was so burdened 
for his church and for the community. 
This is not an exceptional case. The 
burden for revival is deepening in many 
hearts. Oh, that there might be in our 
Sunday School Times family a thousand 
or more mectings for prayer only on the 
last three days of the week, or ati least 
on the’ Fourth! * Will you be responsible 
for one meeting? 


. June 29 to July § 
Mon.—Acts 13 : 1-12. 
The Beginning of Foreign Missions. 

Is there any valid reason why this 
church at Antioch should not be dupli- 
cated in every assembly of true believers 
throughout Christendom? None | what- 
soever, There would be a new ‘ 
ning of foreign missions” if in onan 
church, your. church, there were “cer- 
tain” prophets and teachers and laymen, 
ministering, fasting, praying. 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for the 
Interdenominational Foreign Mission As- 
sociation of North America (Rev. 
Joseph A. Davis, Secretary-Treasurer, 
113 Fulton St., New York City), and 
for its third annual conference at Stony 
Brook, Long Island, July 25 to August 
3, “a ‘world-wide missionary event that 
no Christian should miss.’ 

Tues.—Matt. 28 : 16-20. 
The Great Commission. 

Note the “alls” expressed or implied: 
“All Power” “go ye” all; “teach all 
nations”; to cher in “all things” ; “with 
you alway.” The “great commission” is 
introduced by an “all,” embraces three 
“alls,” and concludes with an “all”; 
three commanding “alls” between two 
comforting “alls.” 


Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for all 
the Missions represented im the Inter- 
denominational Association: the Africa 
Inland, Bolivian Indian, Bible House of 
Los Angeles, Central American, Ceylon 
and India General, China Inland, Evan- 
gelical Union of South America, Heart 
of Africa, India Christian, Inland South 
America Missionary Union. (Concluded 
to-morrow.) 


Wed.—Jonah 1 : 1-10. 
An Unwilling Missionary. 

To the Church as a whole the — 
mand is: “Go ye into all the world”; 
the individual: “Go to Nineveh”; bo 
Arabia, to Japan, to India, to the Solo- 
mon Islands. The parish of the whole 
Church is the whole world; but each 
individual member has a specific part of 
parish. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
North East India General Mission, the 
South Africa General, the Sudan In- 
terior, the Woman’s Union Missionary 


July 1-4—Addresses twice daily by Rev. 
P. W. Philpott, Pastor Moody Church, 
Chicago. 

July 5-18—A conference conducted by 
the Plymouth Brethren, distinguished for 
their loyalty to God's Word, thorough- 

oing Bible study and teaching, and zeal 
or the salvation of the lost. Speakers, 
Philip Mauro, L. W. G. Alexander of 
Edinburgh, Scotland; A. L. Ritts, a a 
ton, Ill.; Tom Baird, Jersey ae ¢! H 
Richard. Hill, Sea Cliff, L. ; 
George L. Alrich, Scaenecmnay,” N. Y., 
and others. 

July 19-August 2—A conference con- 
ducted by The Moody Bible Institute. 
Speakers, Rev. James M. Gray, D.D. 
(provisional), Rev. L. W. Gosnell, Dr. 
Henry Ostrom, Rev. George 3 Guille, 
Rev. J. A. Sutherland, Dr. J > i 
— Dr. Thornton W baling of 

. ville, Ky. 

August 3-8—Daily addresses by Rev. 
Louis Entzminger, and Dr. and Mrs. 
Jonathan Goforth of China. 





in the world.”’ 


CEDAR LAKE CONFERENCES 


July 1 to September 7, Cedar Lake, Ind. 


Write for illustrated folder giving further particulars re program, and speakers, also in- 
formation as to accommodations and rates, train service, auto routes, ete. 


Cedar Lake Conference Association, Cedar Lake, Ind. 


P.S.—Rev. Georce E. Guiiie says :—‘‘ Cedar Lake is a winsome retreat. 
and the lake alluring. The accommodations are comfortable and the f 
But, best of all is the splendid spiritual atmosphere that has been created by men of prayer. 
Chicago, and so accessible by the Monon, it ought to become one of the greatest summer assemblies 


August 9-15— Daily addresses by Rev. 
Gustaf Johnson of Minneapolis, Minn. 


August ain om addresses by Rev. 
Isaac Page and Mrs. Page of the China 
Inland Mission. 


August 23-30—Daily Young People’ s 
hour and good times led by Miss Frances 
Bennett. 


A conference conducted by the Chris- 
tian Fundamentals Association of the State 
of Illinois, in union with the Chicago 
Fundamentals Ministers Union. Speakers, 
Rev. Chas. F. Fields, D.D., Rev. Chas. A. 
Blanchard, D.D., Rev. John C. O° Hair, 
Rev. William McCarrell, Rev, H. M. 
Hildebrandt, Rev. R. H. Glover, Rev. 
—— Harries of Wales (provisional), and 
others, 


August 31-Sept. 7 Dey addresses by 
Rev. William McCarrell. 


Conference Music—Arthur W. McKee, 
Director and soloist. Mrs. McKee, 
pianist. 


Address 


The grounds are attractive 
is good and abundant. 
So near 














Society. Every member of the Church 
has a general responsibility for the whole 
world, but EACH member has a specific 
responsibility for a part. Do you know 
your part? Ask God. 


Thurs.—Rom. 1: 8-17. The World Need. 


More vivid still in the verses that fol- 
low is the picture of the world’s sinful 
plight and desperate need. The low-sunk 
degradation of man in his natural state 
would be unbelievable had we not “every 
one” (Isa. 53:6) experienced it, though 
none fully realizes it until he sees his 
rt | heart through the eyes of a holy 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
missionary and evangelistic labors of the 
Rev. W. L. McClenahan and his associ- 
ates at Maadi, Egypt, and for the supply 
of needed funds. Pray too for J. H. 
Smeeton’s work at Algiers, largely 
among the Mohammedans. Let as much 
as possible of the day be spent in prayer. 
Likeunse to-morrow. 

Fri.—Isa. 42 : 10-13. 
God’s Praises in the Isles. 

But “his praise from the end of the 
earth” cannot be sung until the “good 
news” is taken there by redeemed men 
and women, And the final “new song” 
will be sung when the Lord shall reign 
at Jerusalem, and when all “shall know 
him from the least to the greatest.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
systematic reading of God’s Word on the 
part of all missionaries. Pray for the 
supply of $500 to cover a deficit sus- 
tained by The Sunday School Times 
a in supplying many thousands 
of J. H. Smeeton’s “Once-a-Year” Bible 
reading pamphlets for sending to foreign 
missionaries. 
TO HEART? 


Sat.—Isa. 11:1-9. The Triumph of Missions. 


The “triumph of missions” will already 
have occurred before the Davidic king- 
dom, as portrayed in to-day’s reading, is 
set up. The hastening of the former will 
hasten the latter (see Matt. 24:'14). 
How little there is in the earth to-day 
that even faintly resembles the coming 
glorious kingdom! 

Prayer Succestions: If possible let 
this be a day of prayer, either alone or 
with others. Pray especially for the 
Church’s revival, and for the: evangeliza- 
tion of Jews and Gentiles. Pray for the 
coming of the King and his kingdom. 
Pray for our nation, and all nations; 
and “for all that are in authority.” 


Sun.—Isa. 55:1-7. Mercy Offered to All. 
Not until the Gospel is preached “to 
all.” God has been faithful, but not his 
people. When the Word has been placed 
in the hands. of “every creature,” and 





its claims diligently. and lovingly pre- 


WILL YOU NOT TAKE THIS |" 





sented, then mercy will have been “of- 
fered to all.” Has it been offered to 
all among your acquaintances, or in your 
community? If not, why? 

A Sone Succestion: Read in conceré 
at the family altar, thoughtfully and 

prayerfully, “All hail the power of Jesus’ 
name’ then sing tt. Ask yourself 
whether you have crowned him Lord 
of all,’ and what you are doing to lead 
other believers to likewise crown him 
as their Lord and Master. ; 





ARE YOU 
CONSIDERING 
NEW SONG 
BOOKS FOR 
YOUR CHURCH 





THIS COUPON WILL BRING YOU 
A FREE EXAMINATION COPY OF 


“VICTORIOUS SERVICE SONGS” 


THE RODEHEAVER CO., 
218-C S. Wabash Ave., Chicago 
721-C Arch St., Philadelphia. 
(Mail Coupon to nearest address) 


Gentlemen: Please send_me free examination 
copy of Victorious Service gongs . L will return it 
within 30 days, if no order is 

















Is Not An Experiment 
fm Millions in use in Sunday Schools 
of all sizes and in evety section of 
the country. 

First Book Ever Oxchestrated 


We also publish hymn books for every dept. of the S.S. 
Returnable Examination Copies on Request. 





91 Seventh Avenue 
New York, W. Y¥. 


Box 
439 









are usedin thousands of schools, 
churches and hospitals. This line 
of lanterns, for slides and opaque 
objects—for projection in day- 
light as well as in the dark —is 
the most complete in the world: 


: Write for Catalog 
Bansch & Lomb Optical Co., 720 St. Paul St., Rochester, N. Y. 





BRON ZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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